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September 2011

The Honorable Sherrod Brown

United States Senate

713 Senate Hart Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator Brown:

As organizations and individuals working to strengthen communities and improve the lives of youth and their families in Ohio, we are writing to ask that you work with your Congressional colleagues to ensure adequate funding for critical juvenile justice programs in the Fiscal Year 2012 Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS) Appropriations bill.

While we recognize the current difficult economic climate and agree that Congress take appropriate steps to bring our fiscal house in order, it is essential that the modest federal investment in state efforts to prevent juvenile delinquency and protect those youth who come in contact with the justice system be retained.  In order to ensure that state, local and private dollars continue to be leveraged effectively to promote public safety, prevent delinquency and protect some of our most vulnerable children and youth, we ask that you support minimum federal funding levels in three key juvenile justice programs as follows:

· $80 million for the JJDPA Title II State Formula Grants Program;

· $65 million for the JJDPA Title V Delinquency Prevention Program with no earmarks; and 

· $55 million for Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JABG) Program.

For more than 35 years, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) has provided critical federal funding to states to comply with a set of core requirements designed to protect children from the dangers of adult jails and lockups; keep status offenders out of locked custody; and address the disproportionate treatment of youth of color in the justice system. Title II of JJDPA funding supports state compliance with these core protections and helps ensure that states have the resources to build effective state systems and Title V is the only federal program that provides delinquency prevention funding at the local level to reach youth at risk and help keep them out of the juvenile justice system.  In addition to these JJDPA programs, funding through the JABG program supports state efforts to effectively strengthen supports for court-involved youth.  
Specifically, JABG funding is used in the states to reduce juvenile offending by providing judges and other juvenile justice officials a range of age- and developmentally-appropriate options to both hold youth accountable and get them back on track so they are less likely to reoffend.  

The modest federal investment in these programs has been essential in supporting state and local prevention and intervention initiatives and improving public safety in communities across the state.  Unfortunately, appropriations for federal juvenile justice programs have declined by 50 percent over the last decade, and the budget agreement for Fiscal Year 2011 accelerated the pace of cuts, reducing funding for juvenile justice programs by another 17 percent.  In July, the House Appropriations Committee passed a CJS appropriations bill for FY12 that would cut Title II by an additional $20 million and eliminate funding for the Title V and JABG programs.  In Ohio, federal dollars are critical in leveraging other state and local funding to improve our justice system and implement effective reforms that keep youth out of trouble and communities safe.  Federal cuts of the magnitude currently being proposed by Congress would seriously cripple these on-going efforts.

As you work to pass appropriations legislation for Fiscal Year 2012, we ask you to ensure that juvenile justice programs receive the necessary federal funds to help Ohio continue to improve outcomes for youth and to protect public safety. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Applewood Centers, Inc.

Beech Brook

Bellefaire JCB

Berea Children’s Home

Center for Innovative Practices

Gabriella Celeste, Director of Child Policy, CWRU Schubert Center for Child Studies

Cleveland Rape Crisis Center

Cuyahoga County - Executive Office of Health and Human Services – 
Office of Reentry
Golden Ciphers

Morris Jenkins, JD, PhD, University of Toledo

Juvenile Justice Coalition

Shari Ma

Lolita M. McDavid, MD, MPA, FAAP Medical Director Child Advocacy and Protection

Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital University Hospitals/Case Medical Center

Mittie D. Jones

NAMI Ohio

Ohio Justice Alliance for Community Corrections

Ohio Juvenile Justice Alliance

Fatima Perkins

Reverend Ralph Pittman

Public Children Services Association of Ohio

The Empowerment Center of Greater Cleveland
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