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The Campaign for Youth Justice is a national organization dedicated to ending the practice of trying, sentencing, 
and incarcerating youth under the age of 18 in the adult criminal justice system. 
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  ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

 
Youth Justice 5K Run/Walk Month a Success! 

  
October was National Youth Justice 5K Run/Walk month!  During the month, there were 5K 
Run/Walks hosted in four states and a youth justice picnic held at Anacostia Park in Washington, 
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D.C.  The purpose of National Youth Justice 5K Run/Walk month is to raise awareness about youth prosecuted in the adult 
criminal justice system.  These events were all a success with many participants advocating and raising awareness on important 
youth justice issues across the country. 

Tracy McClard, a mother who had a son in the prison system and founder of Families and Friends Organizing for Reform of 
Juvenile Justice in Missouri (FORJ-MO) initiated the run three years ago and hosted the 5K Run/Walk in Missouri again this 
year.  She enthusiastically reports, "My event was great! I sent pictures from the race to [a local news station] and they did a 
story about it on the evening news."  McClard reported that there were many new faces this year.  She also used the event to 
gain signatures and support for the Family Justice Act petition which seeks to increase family engagement through a grant 
program which will provide funds to qualifying non-profit organizations in various states. For more information about the 
Family Justice Act, please visit: http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/component/content/article/4-info/59-the-family-
justice-act.html.   

 

In Wisconsin, the 5K Run/Walk was hosted by Vicky Gunderson.  This was Gunderson's first time hosting the event in 
memory of her son Kirk who committed suicide while in a county jail.  The run/walk was very successful.  Gunderson tells 
CFYJ, "We had [approximately] 80 people in attendance with 66 runners and walkers.  Some were from Kirk's high school 
class which was very special.  It's all about awareness."  Gunderson's 5K featured live music and local news coverage.  She also 
invited Mario Street, an adult who was previously incarcerated when he was 17 years old, to tell his story to those in 
attendance through his music. 

 

CFYJ would like to thank all of the 5K Run/Walk organizers for their hard work and dedication to raising awareness of youth 
justice issues: Ernest Johnson in Louisiana; Tracy McClard in Missouri; Sadric Bonner and RuthAnn Foster in North Carolina; 
and Vicky Gunderson in Wisconsin.   
  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
New Virginia "Jail Removal" Law Featured Nationally 
  
The new Virginia "Jail Removal" law was featured prominently at two national convenings in October.  
 
On October 6, Liane Rozelle, Executive Director of Families and Allies of Virginia's Youth (FAVY), discussed how the 
Virginia law passed at the National convening of the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  In a lively and engaging discussion, Liane demonstrated how the law was supported and unanimously passed and 
ultimately signed into law at a bill signing ceremony with Governor Bob McDonnell.  Liane produced a new report illustrating 
the "lessons learned" from this effort.  The Campaign for Youth Justice's Research and Policy Director, Neelum Arya, cited 
the new Virginia law as a positive example of how states and local jurisdictions can initiate efforts to remove youth from adult 
jails. 
 
Andy Block of the University of Virginia Law School and formerly of JustChildren, spoke about the effort to a packed plenary 
session at the National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC) Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C. on October 15.  During 
his presentation, Andy recognized the efforts of the late Robert Shepherd, a national leader in juvenile justice and former 
member of the Campaign for Youth Justice's Advisory Council, to protect children in the justice system.  Bob's wife attended 
the bill signing ceremony with Governor McDonell.  Andy recognized Liane Rozelle of FAVY; Kate Duvall of JustChildren; 
Melissa Cortez Goemann, formerly of the University of Richmond and Co-Chair of the Virginia Juvenile Justice Coalition; 
and the Campaign for Youth Justice for supporting this important policy change. 
 
Congratulations again to all the Virginia allies for their tremendous efforts! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_Y5pwtRiJGVJUzS-v2NVGZkR2TZylG05U-kY0nK00BVX0W8gVyww7y0d7J6FH_0K5uuF7sF_Cgrqi3gt6PS2a0bLQGm_avfb-xtqsArxrpGBcaMH5RIrgewvQmjm-1Sm1Ekmc6Ds09uUsWcyJ9pBV63bf_RXj96cUTOzoULtDu04G3qLgjTYCoLc0XADfHR930JvSjwDZMkdXxsMu3bjloTCuP7yWVDqM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_Y5pwtRiJGVJUzS-v2NVGZkR2TZylG05U-kY0nK00BVX0W8gVyww7y0d7J6FH_0K5uuF7sF_Cgrqi3gt6PS2a0bLQGm_avfb-xtqsArxrpGBcaMH5RIrgewvQmjm-1Sm1Ekmc6Ds09uUsWcyJ9pBV63bf_RXj96cUTOzoULtDu04G3qLgjTYCoLc0XADfHR930JvSjwDZMkdXxsMu3bjloTCuP7yWVDqM=


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
North Carolina Forums 
From Mandy Ableidinger at NC Action for Children 
  
Action for Children North Carolina worked with local allied groups to organize and hold five community forums on the issue 
of raising the age of juvenile court jurisdiction over the past month. Panelists of local and statewide leaders and experts in 
juvenile justice issues hosted conversations with 30-40 attendees at each forum, in Charlotte, Durham, Asheville, Winston-
Salem and Wilmington. Allies in Greensboro hosted a 5K Run/Walk for juvenile justice reform. Forums were covered by 
local and statewide news outlets. 
 
A public hearing was also held in Asheville by the legislative task force currently studying raising the age in North Carolina. 
Out of the 100 attendees, more than 20 spoke, mostly in favor of raising the age. The event garnered a positive article in the 
Asheville paper, which also printed an op-ed on the issue by our local allied organization. 
 
Another task force public hearing is scheduled in the eastern part of the state in early December, and another community 
forum will be hosted by an allied organization in Fayetteville. Action for Children's goal is to keep Raise the Age in the media 
through the start of the legislative session in January. 
 
For more information on the 'Raise the Age' Campaign, please visit: http://www.ncchild.org.  
 

 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Youth Justice Sunday to Protest Baltimore Youth Jail 
The Baltimore Algebra Project, Leaders of a Beautiful Struggle, and numerous other Baltimore organizations sponsored 
"Youth Justice Sunday" on Sunday, October 31, 2010 at Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School to protest the proposed 
construction of a $104 million jail for youth charged as adults in Baltimore.  Read more about the protest at: 
http://education.change.org/blog/view/educate_dont_incarcerate_protesters_chant_at_proposed_youth_jail 
To take action, contact Maryland Governor O'Malley at: 
http://www.change.org/campaign4youthjustice/petitions/view/stop_baltimore_youth_jail_invest_in_alternatives 
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"Lame Duck" Push on JJDPA Reauthorization in 2010 

  

With Congress in a "Lame Duck" session until at least December 3 (and possibly longer), the window for 
reauthorizing the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) in the 111th Congress is nearly 
closed.  In order to reauthorize the JJDPA this year, we need your help to encourage the U.S. Senate to 
include S. 678, the JJDPA reauthorization legislation, on legislation moving through the full Senate.  
 

The JJDPA was first enacted in 1974 and provides federal funding to states that comply with a set of best practices aimed at 
avoiding the detention and incarceration of young people in juvenile and adult facilities.  However, this law is three years 
overdue for reauthorization!  The Senate Judiciary Committee has approved a JJDPA reauthorization bill (S. 678) but it is 
awaiting action on the Senate floor.  No bill has been introduced in the House. 

 
Please weigh in with your State's two Senators as soon as possible - even if you have contacted your Senators before - and 
urge them to move juvenile justice reform before the end of the year! 
   
Here's how you can help: 

 
1) Contact your congressional delegation one last time this year by sending an email: 
Senate: 
http://www.change.org/petitions/view/tell_the_senate_pass_juvenile_justice_reform_now.  
House: 
http://www.change.org/petitions/view/tell_the_house_pass_juvenile_justice_reform_now. 

 
2) Host a Holiday Visit for Your Congressional Delegation 

Organizations and individuals can organize events for Members of Congress and their staff to visit youth participating in 
juvenile justice programs, community-based alternatives to detention or incarceration programs or housed at adult jails.  The 
purpose of these visits is to raise policymakers' awareness of youth in these programs who spend their holidays in programs 
and facilities and to encourage them to help protect these youth by becoming leaders in reforming the juvenile justice system, 
reducing the prosecution of youth in adult criminal court and ending the placement of youth in adult jails and prisons. 

To download a "Holiday Toolkit" visit: http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/Holiday_Toolkit.pdf. 

  

3) Spread the Word! 

Share this action alert with your networks and include a link to the Children's Defense Fund's video on the 
JJDPA:    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsJxJONWEyM. 

  

Back to Top  
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New Law Review Article Explaining the Potential of Using Graham v. Florida to Challenge Juvenile Transfer Laws 

 

Neelum Arya, Research and Policy Director at the Campaign for Youth Justice, recently wrote a law review article entitled 
'Using Graham v. Florida to Challenge Juvenile Transfer Laws.'  The article suggests that the recent Supreme Court opinion in 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_dEQEYpvX5-QuYJNI3rU1BDx5JUCj8Xga9E6hRyBG70QqlwRKQ6uQTrwyiTlK0umi3bUGydGfTeUiqRqL6hP8NxE9C8aHXkk3k9cxLIWz08IS35M6X3ERxrfjuqlGmZYl-D0DpcGLqy1pJi-y7z2GMM5VT6DlUUVMQ2GjhbtumG2r89aWOsR0AZ7tkt8ePG_c=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_ZvvYI0BPswTH4yy2jlacD5OVcxq0VwKSCxXMmVfUTy5pLL2uf58z0vJxccVhaqDziKtLT1YWQFNVu208cnP1IbZX08-SVrmpbe2Q2Yh4ttf4o-OaW3xoE3MwTpe7U6Mdu0L05FKSNnuDVEVOBty5UyrjouCrCgknEO0QecLIwJ0_GRFapZHUXH_ElhT70-s0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD968YPSfggS43bR0XPhqfqQ9YjkDQ8fwUN2P4r3SZtK0ZWeQIJ-urFEK4icULztF4V7VjkpH-kNiGQElzbqwHOfGZQToSrs35ZIwYkru1Sb-Omzw1zIIlDBPsuNAO4PVJRMmJvRwtLNBhnZ1Y_irWYB_V6eC0Ugrj07RFuheqKkJm1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD968xGBqGCqrdYZI2hfqObpCQVsY9-0AKVp74vvUEfNyetuymUm7qds0RPDHZ9SRAjkcQg51RclvW_UXhLKb3nvCO6EWIyFrH2jsIxc7OHyXWKqzpps6eKIg-e-Xo0KCm_OPemje_u_Falw==


Graham v. Florida (abolishing life without parole sentences for juveniles (JLWOP) convicted of non-homicide crimes), may be 
used to challenge juvenile transfer laws as well as establishes that juveniles charged with non-homicide offenses have a 
constitutional right to rehabilitation.  

 
Part I provides a description and analysis of the Graham opinion and reviews the Court's Eighth Amendment jurisprudence 
through to their recent ruling declaring JLWOP sentences for non-homicide crimes unconstitutional. In Part II, Arya argues 
that youth have a right to rehabilitation found under the state's police power.   In addition, Graham discusses three types of 
difficulties that adult decision makers in the criminal justice system have with respect to youth that may be useful to challenge 
transfer laws. First, judges and experts have problems evaluating the culpability and maturity of youth.  Second, adult 
perceptions of youth are biased by the severity and manner in which the crimes were conducted. Third, counsel has difficulty 
representing youth in the adult system.  Arya suggests these factors apply to all youth prosecuted in the adult criminal system, 
regardless of offense charged or sentence imposed. Finally, in Part III, Arya encourages lawyers to revisit these prior 
challenges in both individual cases and as part of impact litigation strategies to declare all transfer statutes, or portions of 
them, unconstitutional. 

  
The full text of the article is available at: 
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/Downloads/NationalReportsArticles/ARYA_Graham_Article.pdf. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New Virginia Report Released: Unlocking the Truth; Real Stories about the Trial and 
Incarceration of Youth as Adults in Virginia 

 

In 2010, JustChildren conducted a listening tour across the Commonwealth of Virginia to gather 
stories about the trial and incarceration of youth as adults.  While touring, JustChildren gathered 
stories from youth, families, community members, and attorneys regarding the trial and 
incarceration of youth as adults. 

   
JustChildren released "Unlocking the Truth; Real Stories about the Trial and Incarceration of 
Youth as Adults in Virginia" in November and key findings show that youth tried and incarcerated 
as adults in Virginia are put at a significant disadvantage upon their return home due to a lack of 
services and opportunities thereby increasing the odds of recidivism.  The stories collected also show that young people 
throughout the Commonwealth are not safe when incarcerated with adults.   

 
Furthermore, the report demonstrated that the trial decisions in the Commonwealth are unjust - judicial oversight regarding 
the transfer of youth into the adult criminal justice system is lacking and prosecutors have virtually unlimited authority over 
certification decisions resulting in unequal bargaining power and discriminatory outcomes.  In sum, JustChildren's report finds 
that Virginia's system of trying youth as adults is unfair, unsafe, and ineffective.   

 
For a full copy of the report, please visit:  

http://dontthrowawaythekey.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/final-unlocking-the-truth-report1.pdf. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New Arizona Report Released: Improving Public Safety by Keeping Youth Out of the Adult Criminal Justice System 

 

The Children's Action Alliance released a new report entitled, 'Improving Public Safety by Keeping Youth Out of the Adult 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD968grYXRX9lbaWRWJVdwxX7N5s1bL7i_j2UqlRGOv15S9VBZlBvLQtAzOnt_NPnZJzQuRr2Eh6fSLOsO-ROEdEPwXvxA9GaT70ZmQ3NgJ2d6RmabCShXXfTzcVRa48jXwbfIsGgjiGipQ7fE8CiPrcmmE5-WO1XdI2QaPa_95pxUtnzi7fBEP_kuABPoj1bD0KJcI9DBpltEHA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD968KQdMBfQgVVllNMKJxptZNJ4fJF6t_SfUkDm66197szBIzBYucg0dsHG1bTMdYawG6P0_7iajwuDWDPguV2hTiuXfSU0cVtP6grv_eXhujlca0s3YuMtL3nGPBBqIdW8kDpiuhd0iePyfKFl4pzmBvcBwzeE6hxdcqOX3Qaze_y_945vOHDS7lHg63FA2M7ZWwRwutnu4qsA==


Criminal Justice System,' which provides recent data and policy recommendations concerning youth tried as adults in Arizona. 
The report shows that keeping youth in the juvenile justice system rather than the adult criminal justice system will keep 
Arizona youth and communities safer.  With enhancements to the decision-making process, Arizona can reduce recidivism, 
save unnecessary expenses, and lead to more youth becoming law abiding, productive citizens.  

 
"The evidence is strong and clear," said Dana Wolfe Naimark, President and CEO of Children's Action Alliance. "Prosecuting 
youth as if they were adults makes it less likely that they will be rehabilitated and become productive members of society. That 
means we're not getting the results we expect from our policies and our tax dollars." 

 
The Children's Action Alliance recommends that Arizona lawmakers follow four major recommendations to avoid 
unintended, undesirable, and unjust consequences in cases where youth being prosecuted as adults: 

1) Modify the age of juvenile court jurisdiction to ensure youth get the services they need by: raising the minimum age of 
juvenile court jurisdiction from age 8 to 10; and extending juvenile court jurisdiction beyond age 18;  
2) Make changes to the transfer laws to prevent youth from ending up in the adult system inappropriately by: permitting 
reverse remand hearings for youth who are subject to discretionary prosecution in the adult court; refining the definition of a 
chronic felony offender to include only youth who had at least one offense that involved display of a deadly weapon or serious 
personal injury; and limiting prosecutorial discretion to cases involving personal injury crimes and to youth aged 15 and older;  
3) Change the custodial interrogation procedures to be age and developmentally appropriate by:  requiring electronic recording 
of custodial interrogations of youth; and requiring attorney presence during custodial interrogations of youth; and  
4)Develop more suitable sanctions for youth who are sentenced in adult court by:  providing for judicial discretion in 
sentencing youth convicted in the adult criminal court; allowing youth tried as adults to be held in juvenile facilities instead of 
adult jails or prisons; and allowing for the periodic review of life sentences imposed on youth offenders.      
            
For a full copy of the report, please visit:  

http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/JJ%20Report%20Arizona%2011-18-10.pdf. 
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NATIONAL MOMENTUM 

National Resolution Sign On Update 
Roger Ghatt 
  
The Campaign for Youth Justice continues to promote its national resolution to reduce the number of youth sent to adult 
criminal court and to remove young offenders from adult jails and prisons.  
 
Thanks to the support of our friends and allies we have recently added eleven more groups. There are now more than 160 
organizations signed on to the National Resolution to end the prosecution of youth as adults. Over fifty national organizations 
as well as organizations from thirty-six states ranging from Vermont to California to Hawaii have shown their commitment to 
keeping young people out of the adult criminal justice system. The Campaign would like to build on this tremendous support 
by getting your organization to sign today! 
 
If your organization has not signed on to the Resolution, please consider doing so today. To sign-on to the Resolution, 
contact the Campaign at jjstate@cfyj.org. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_3Xmd3haDi1armWIl1w6lkiqU63mgok9NwPE4MEKByp5x15BlUZ_mem44lT65l32HJ687UqGJPqpEd7e1tOHHsFTU3N_kTi5PKXZBeGv7qADPwPHIXGWSjQMMkChlKnvHx90S9rqWurtOcxOQhD-vyxQs6SiAJiAcQfG5U6QR80Cez3-pUBd3tN0AyT6nDSLU=
mailto:jjstate@cfyj.org


The text of the National Resolution and list of current signatories is available at: 
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/national%20resolution%20plus%20supporters%2009%2028%2010.pdf 
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MEDIA WRAP 

Radio Show 

 
U.S. Representative Carolyn McCarthy of Long Island, New York was featured on the Juvenile Justice 
Matters radio show this month to discuss her Family Justice Act legislation. Rep. McCarthy, who is the 
chairwoman of the House Subcommittee on Healthy Families and Communities, has been working on this 
bill in an attempt to engage families in juvenile justice programs. From numerous hearings in the past it has 
become clear that there is a direct correlation between families being more involved in the lives of juvenile 

offenders and the success of rehabilitation. While Rep. McCarthy does not believe the bill will be passed during the current 
lame duck session of Congress, she hopes to work on it during the new session in January. During the show the 
Congresswoman made clear that many juvenile offenders suffer severe sentences for minor charges. "I believe I am tough on 
crime," Rep. McCarthy said. "[But] there's punishment and then there's something that goes beyond punishment."   

 

To listen to this and many other archived shows visit, www.blogtalkradio.com/jjmatters. 

 
For a transcription of this episode of Juvenile Justice Matters, please visit: 
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/JJM_Transcript-Rep.CarolynMcCarthy.pdf. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Social Media: Navigating New Technology 

 

My fellowship at the Campaign for Youth Justice revolves around Facebook, Twitter, and the CFYJ website. 
You might think this isn't that much responsibility for an entire fellowship. At first, I thought so too. I was 
doubtful that these tools my generation uses for social recreation would translate into a constructive, 
productive fellowship. All I can say is: I was completely wrong. 

 
Facebook and Twitter are the two main social networking sites of this generation. The principle under which they were 
founded was staying close and connected to friends. In less than ten years time, these websites have evolved beyond simply 
keeping in touch. They have been used as a way to market and promote various aspects of our society: music groups, 
entertainment, entrepreneurs, clothing lines, and of course, non-profits. The Campaign for Youth Justice is no exception, and 
makes full use of Facebook and Twitter to promote its relevant and meaningful cause.  

 
This is where I come in. The Campaign has numerous articles, fact sheets, case profiles, and information in general that it 
needs to disseminate. This helps to promote its cause and garner support. I would suggest with any advocacy organization that 
you find the appropriate tools to make your life easier. Social media can get out of hand sometimes. People post 
advertisements, send spam messages and sometimes even use profane language. Our Facebook and Twitter pages must be 
monitored at all times, which can be tedious. In order to make any social media campaign successful, you must act as a 
sounding board and interact with your fans. I use a free software program, Hootsuite to organize my postings. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD9695BgDSxufN_PVRTz44M_cwIi1xY4PB8l1FG31AdWyICOFi7HhbhXKxihxZdNYAtSCU2yfW8NmD6mNeNNuYudkBiRbuc4IjQfBLCYE3lwijtZswRKaRILRTt3pvllxf8rTaEDokUG9xjnGSHZHWnfxymlGnvQQD70EPoZL0RyvyX7gA9QbHxR_Fen233IiYf3vovGgwBOdHZNrQpNwPFFoc2gvNn6NF9cDami-nXLOlog==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_uyZY45NzHVcus7T-hBgrLOr1EH4gNqG4anRF6alBQMaDEK5QbaaaRjqCX0MCK82uLDnfSd3Dvl7oczZaiwfknNhLnIHCCHEeKwIHs0MWPJhZsBJonxQT8f-f-wXUA7T0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_fVRLbFb-HwdOBHxvcc5ZayXHifONZyv8r7QABaUgLSGbspTRVCVOq6NXltuNGrufleMwBpXdDOG78bI2XlhKsoBa9Cgh5TNd9jF3SxRGR-bdV43DpNqdk__iagyxgl2BoIPtRsTfPdrLdj-jtKV9AyuR4h4Cn6hcDmfo6wa3Ra7uWMp9t06fPwTH02sOgmzw=


I find that posting latest news articles on an issue is effective and asking questions like, "what do you think of this new 
policy?" or "how do you feel about what was said?"  

 
One of my favorite ways to reach out to people is using case profiles.  People are always engaged in other people's stories and 
it presents the issue of juvenile incarceration on a personal level. I choose to tease the story and then link to our website for 
the remaining text.  

 
Finally, research and facts are great points to tweet and post. When I post facts from our fact and research sheets, I not only 
learn more about the important cause we are fighting, I educate our supporters and strengthen their resolve to fight for 
change. 

 
If you are new to social media, don't be scared. There are hundreds of thousands of folks in the same situation. Just remember 
that everything you post is viral and you want to be careful on the words you choose to post. A good rule of thumb is to write 
something you are ok with seeing on the front page of The New York Times.  

 
I have found that using, Facebook and Twitter offers me a multifaceted and interactive fellowship. Every day, I get to interact 
with people who are genuinely interested and passionate about the work we do here. Knowing that I can add to their interest 
and garner support for the Campaign for Youth Justice is immensely rewarding. 
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GET ORGANIZED 

Open Letter to the National Parent Caucus and our Families 

Grace Bauer 

 

Grace Bauer, a field organizer, joined the Campaign for Youth Justice in 2008.  She has 
worked to unite the parents and allies of children to change laws and practices that result in 
children being prosecuted and confined as adults. 

  

Where does the time go?  It seems hard to believe but another year has just about 
come and gone!  We have certainly had a very busy year and much work has been 
accomplished!  Take a moment and feel good about the things you have 
accomplished and know that our movement has grown significantly this past year!  Family voice has been more evident at the 
national level than ever before and that voice will create positive changes for our children.   

 
I get very emotional when the holidays approach because I know that many of you will hurt for your children that are locked 
up and on special days there will always be that absence around our tables and in our hearts for those that remain imprisoned 
and for some, lost to us in death.   My son has spent six of the last 10 years behind bars and though I am holding out hope 
that this year will be different, I remember how hard those six were for us as his family.  No matter how great your joy is for 
others in your life, a heart wrenching emptiness accompanies you in your every waking moment and then haunts you when 
you try to close your eyes. On special days it seems harder and the void seems even greater.  To all of you who know and 
understand the pain, we send our strongest thoughts and care.  



 
I have no words to take away the sorrow and hurt that millions of families will be feeling in the coming weeks but I refuse to 
only acknowledge that part of our lives.  We, as families, have made progress this year and this progress should be 
celebrated.  I know that our progress will not fill the void in your hearts but I hope that you will feel a sense of achievement 
and know that we are making a difference for our children.  The National Parent Caucus now reaches families in over 30 
states and 180 people participate through our monthly calls, emails, requesting materials to educate themselves and their 
communities, writing letters and making phone calls. 

 
Representatives of the National Parent Caucus have been in one meeting with the Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency and 
Prevention leaders and another will take place on December 6th to talk about plans to involve more families in more intensive 
ways.  The Family Justice Act is moving along.  The 5K Race for Youth Justice, that Tracy McClard started three years ago, 
spread to four other states this year and it is expected to triple in 2011.  Many families from throughout the country have 
stepped up to spread the message and be the voice for our children in their states, including Vicky Gunderson, Ernest 
Johnson, Grace Warren, Tracey Huggins-Clark, Rita Pearson, Anne Williams and so many more.  We have Sadric Bonner, 
Geraldine Alshamy and Ruth Foster fighting to "Raise the Age" in North Carolina.  Our sincere appreciation goes out to all of 
you for all that you do!  

 
I would like to encourage all of you to reach out to other families in similar situations and let them know they are not 
alone.  Do not let the sorrow and hurt you feel keep you silenced, use those feelings to keep making noise and bringing 
attention to the obstacles and hardships our children face.  Please remember that you are making a difference!   
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DWAYNE'S COLUMN 

An advocate for juvenile justice and prison reform, Dwayne Betts is a national spokesperson for the Campaign for 
Youth Justice.  He was sentenced to nine years in prison for carjacking when he was sixteen years old.  Today, Betts is 
a father, husband, advocate, educator, and accomplished author.  
 
My first Christmas in prison, we were fed capons, that castrated domestic cock fattened for 
eating.  The kitchen was filled with more than a dozen pair of arms on tables, faces buried in the food 
that brought steam rising from steel trays.  Even confined, the holidays became something to wait for 
with expectation and hunger.  And maybe that's what ruined the holidays for me, after nine holiday 
seasons confined the winter marked more absence and loss.  Waiting as if one good meal a year could 
satisfy all the nights when we ate meat that we couldn't name.  Waiting as if one good meal could 
make the memories of families we'd left somehow more real.  Men, women, and children in prison 
find themselves lost in memories of their families when the weather turns cold. I did. Now, even after 
five years of freedom, after holidays where turkey and stuffing, where sweet potato pie and fried 
chicken could be smelled in every room of a house filled with the loud voices of people who love me, 

and whom I love, I'm still lost in what wasn't there.  
 
Not looking forward to the holidays became a habit that freedom alone has not broken.  There should be a better way to think 
of this season.  A way that removes the self-pitying and redundant "what ifs."   Still prison changed something about the 
holidays. Something about staring into the faces of my family that reminds me of time gone.  Cousins, nieces and nephews all 
suddenly so big. Relationships changed.  In prison, the holidays were the one time of the year that I consciously thought of 
others.  The day that I imagined how my absence would be felt as aunts, uncles and cousins gathered at my grandmother's 
house.  



 
In a way it's different now.  I say my experience after prison has been different from many others.  It's been the kind of 
experience that many men who went into prison as juveniles will begin having and, in certain instances, have had.  Fourteen 
years ago, as I prepared to spend my first Christmas in prison, the holidays were about me.  I would be the one opening gifts, 
waking up early in the morning to eat rice crispy treats, awaiting snow and snow ball fights.  Now, I am the father, 
masquerading as Santa Claus, preparing turkey and doing grocery shopping.  In a way, the shift allows me to enjoy the 
holidays a bit more.  Yet, it's still a little startling, finding myself in the kitchen taking a part of grown folks' conversations.    
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VOICES 

Raymond Padilla's life was changed at age 16. This is his story... 
  
"In elementary school, Ray was sent to live with his grandfather and his wife with five children in a one room house. His 
mother was hospitalized and unable to care for him due to injuries suffered from being hit by a drunk driver. Ray 
recalls, "This time of my life all I remember is the hand-me-downs and hearing 'you're not my son' over and over again."  
 

A few years later, although Ray was able to live with his mother, she had become abusive and suffered from panic attacks due to the stress of living 
out of cars and in abandoned houses.  Soon Ray turned to gangs and street life, and by age 12 he had left his mother to live on his own with drug 
dealers. His trouble with the law began with minor incidents of stealing and selling drugs. However, these became more violent and eventually landed 
Ray in prison at age 16 for [an incident] he committed with a 38-year-old, 3-time felon who was given probation while Ray received a maximum 
sentence. While Ray does not blame his incarceration on anyone and believes he should have been punished for his actions, he says that what he has 
experienced has been excessive for a crime committed as a juvenile.   
 
"I have lost the last 19 years of life...not being productive in society and [this] conviction will deny me of many job opportunities [when I am 
released]... Being here so long I've become seriously accustomed to prison life, and living under day-to-day threat of violence... [Experiencing these evils 
of the world as a youth we] begin to accept violence as a reality of life... Prisoners like me have more time spent behind gates and under guns than in 
the free world, which has really taken a toll on us... I have lost everything while here, a place where any weakness is an invitation for violence or 
victimization by others." 
 
Despite these painful experiences, Ray has spent his time in prison becoming involved in outreach programs to help keep at-risk youth out of the 
system. "What I have been doing is coming together with other inmates with similar histories in an attempt to reach out to the youth and get them to 
seriously understand the consequences of this life. I seriously think we can help a few avoid the prison system. For many of us here this has become a 
personal investment, because we have children and family members that we don't want as cellmates or mentally damaged like we are. Hopefully we 
can use our incarceration to help others [because] we have seen, heard, and personally been involved in things that no person, let alone our children, 
should experience... At this point I am hopeful to help others avoid this situation, and that I can find a way to release [these feelings] in a positive 
way." 
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ON THE CALENDAR 

Thursday, December 2, 2010  
Please join CFYJ for our 2010 Holiday Party and Book Drive event from  

4:00-7:00 pm. 

 
Busboys and Poets @ 5th & K 



1025 5th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20001  
(202) 789-2227 
  
Please RSVP by November 24 by clicking here. 
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TAKE ACTION, SPREAD THE WORD 

Consider Organizing a Holiday Project for Incarcerated Youth 

  

The holiday season provides us with a unique opportunity to reach out and make meaningful connections with youth who are 
detained or incarcerated in adult jails, prisons and juvenile correctional facilities across the country. Spending the holidays 
away from family can be hard, but being locked up too far from home to receive visits is especially painful for both the 
children and their families. It means so much to these youth when someone remembers them, even with the simplest gift, card 
or event. It gives these youth hope to know that someone cares, someone thinks about them, and someone is working for 
them throughout the year. 

 

Consider organizing a holiday project to reach out to incarcerated youth. For example, hold an arts and crafts day to write 
cards to the incarcerated youths in your state.  It will be a fun way to get the kids and community involved and informed 
about your cause. Besides making a difference to these most affected populations, holiday outreach is an amazing opportunity 
to connect with, inform, and empower community groups. If you are working as part of an organization, this outreach will 
enhance your organization's visibility in the community and strengthen its partnerships in the field. 

 

For tips and ideas, check out the "Holiday Toolkit" at:  
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/Holiday_Toolkit.pdf  
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 CFYJ 2010 Holiday Part and Book Drive Event 
 
Please join the Campaign for Youth Justice for a night of fun at our annual Holiday Party and 
Book Drive on Thursday, December 2, 2010 at Busboys and Poets from 4:00-7:00 
pm.  Refreshments will be provided.   
 
You can help ensure that no child goes without a gift this holiday season by making a small 
financial contribution that will go towards buying books for incarcerated youth housed at DC's 

adult jail.   
  
We hope to raise enough money so that each child will receive two books in hopes that everyone feels special and 
remembered during the holidays.   
   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_zjq00ly6LBE8hGQrNUVMCW7qK_Jwi1FmBPo9CSR2Mrs0zQhRBU7_QgJETwdhMrCZJYTZlew_kjBjm7Dcp0-bQgyXw-_IUE2-IW71fmbCIg_M2NZx-MRc58cgpzS1zXKIxSTSG9_Z5yoqarWad3NV1WdnnLN716ZlVG72Lv3t8s7KBF73vlCcZc6GF99RxF-LqWnQQA5jJo3rIR0fRoQuWtfOmJm8goHb8TmHv_MCWAmVF6SxbW819tOH7_cfCL5-oqDv1ZUsgZ4ygbxMc8qUSQg3zE7xp0kIprUD272r6vJfqN994-akiBqfK9mdZaUjg8MatyEUe2raJqBwZqQeaoLHUo3gut_Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD968YPSfggS43bR0XPhqfqQ9YjkDQ8fwUN2P4r3SZtK0ZWeQIJ-urFEK4icULztF4V7VjkpH-kNiGQElzbqwHOfGZQToSrs35ZIwYkru1Sb-Omzw1zIIlDBPsuNAO4PVJRMmJvRwtLNBhnZ1Y_irWYB_V6eC0Ugrj07RFuheqKkJm1Q==


If you are unable to attend, please still considering making a suggested donation of $25 to this worthy cause. 
  
Thursday, December 2, 2010  
4:00-7:00 pm 
Busboys and Poets @ 5th & K 
1025 5th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001  
(202) 789-2227 
  
Please RSVP by November 24 by clicking here. 
Click Here to Donate! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CFYJ Requests Testimony on Issue of Prosecuting Youth as Adults  
 
CFYJ gathers personal stories and testimony from youth prosecuted under age 18 in the adult criminal justice system as well 
as their parents and families.  These stories help people, especially policymakers, understand the experiences of those who 
have been directly affected by the prosecution of youth as adults.  If you or someone you know has testified before a state or 
county committee on the issue of prosecuting youth as adults please share your testimony with CFYJ!  Likewise, if you or 
someone you know would like to share their story, please do so!  Stories can be shared online through our toolkits or by 
calling CFYJ at 202.558.3580.   
  
To read existing stories and testimony, visit CFYJ's "Real Life" website at http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/about-
real-life.html. 
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CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES AT A GLANCE 

Getting Started: A Campaign Approach to Ending the Practice of Prosecuting Youth as Adults 

Liz Ryan 

 
[We are asked regularly why we take a campaign approach to ending the practice of prosecuting youth in adult courts and thought we'd start a series 
of conversations in our newsletter to discuss all the various aspects of a "campaign."]   

 

We are asked regularly why we take a campaign approach to ending the practice of prosecuting youth in adult courts and 
thought we'd start a series of conversations in our newsletter to discuss all the various aspects of a "campaign."   

 
How do you get started on a campaign?  Here are five steps to "get started": 

 
1) Find others:  Identify and talk to other people who may be interested in the issue of youth in adult criminal court. Start with 
your family, your block, your neighborhood, your place of worship or community center.  Not sure on how to make that first 
contact? Check out this organizing guide: http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/parents-resource-center/parent-
tools.html#familypower. 

 
2) Make a contact list:  Include everyone you've talked to who is interested, such as name, phone and email.  Start an email 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD96_zjq00ly6LBE8hGQrNUVMCW7qK_Jwi1FmBPo9CSR2Mrs0zQhRBU7_QgJETwdhMrCZJYTZlew_kjBjm7Dcp0-bQgyXw-_IUE2-IW71fmbCIg_M2NZx-MRc58cgpzS1zXKIxSTSG9_Z5yoqarWad3NV1WdnnLN716ZlVG72Lv3t8s7KBF73vlCcZc6GF99RxF-LqWnQQA5jJo3rIR0fRoQuWtfOmJm8goHb8TmHv_MCWAmVF6SxbW819tOH7_cfCL5-oqDv1ZUsgZ4ygbxMc8qUSQg3zE7xp0kIprUD272r6vJfqN994-akiBqfK9mdZaUjg8MatyEUe2raJqBwZqQeaoLHUo3gut_Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD9698EgzNW3C9V8Z8IGM65n8d5ZBOdHZ_L9Wt6EEfjzIUAqoJMl8i5Z5stG5k2z9biSv440RXsUSubnK6J_QEDiK-cF_kTEhidVKLKHfg7QLzFr5Kbpka6h849hIlvRHlWkAalDaE__j9yQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD9688Ev3OIZaG8L0cDEWUScXf1Fd2hZ7haYoDsemrPnQKED-NKA0Em7EBsxkz6ta0FSeJyPxsydfMl3WtaW3bSQq3ZcgAxHLIKkyAUm-HBCdDmoAb0pxjHg5au88xICY8huR4vzQnPhYbbZ8pfdhwzBUY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD9688Ev3OIZaG8L0cDEWUScXf1Fd2hZ7haYoDsemrPnQKED-NKA0Em7EBsxkz6ta0FSeJyPxsydfMl3WtaW3bSQq3ZcgAxHLIKkyAUm-HBCdDmoAb0pxjHg5au88xICY8huR4vzQnPhYbbZ8pfdhwzBUY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD9689nqJ2jP0JDuLHNkCcKadvp9dgqtKhKarxRVkihPNDaC__cdryd5XLY4pbvuR8s_X7Amekg9n2y3CE4PfEUccMucwsLwjiGJFKEtFNgL4C9Ymu7Zs9m0Q3YxVgsdaJxDJVWr-528Mizn-s82QsrH8fwR1gdPdMwZcMUqORjC3cyeOtf1nXvAZr0Y9yLI54cuLUHapSRM4SXg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD9689nqJ2jP0JDuLHNkCcKadvp9dgqtKhKarxRVkihPNDaC__cdryd5XLY4pbvuR8s_X7Amekg9n2y3CE4PfEUccMucwsLwjiGJFKEtFNgL4C9Ymu7Zs9m0Q3YxVgsdaJxDJVWr-528Mizn-s82QsrH8fwR1gdPdMwZcMUqORjC3cyeOtf1nXvAZr0Y9yLI54cuLUHapSRM4SXg==


list.  Send out regular updates as you meet new people. 

 
3) Host a small gathering:  Invite everyone on your contact list.  You can consider hosting a "House Party."   For tips, visit: 
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/parents-resource-center/parent-tools.html#houseparty.  Another idea is to host a 
"Film Screening" to show Childhood Interrupted, a 15 minute video about youth in the adult criminal justice system. To view 
a clip and order a free copy, visit: http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/advocacy-resource-center/campaign-
tools.html#childhood. 

4) Gather the facts:  What is your state law? What state data is available? Have any reports been issued on this issue?   Put 
together a fact sheet with any information you've been able to gather.  Share the facts with everyone on your contact list.  Ask 
your contacts for any information they may have.  For a sample fact sheet, check out this fact sheet for some national 
statistics:   

http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/FS_KeyYouthCrimeFacts.pdf. 

   
5) Start a Story Bank:  If you have been personally affected, consider sharing your story. Ask others to share their 
stories.  Enlist everyone on your contact list to share their stories and to help with collecting other stories.  Stories can be 
written, taped or filmed.  For some ideas on how to start a Story Bank, visit:  http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/tell-
us-your-story.html. 

 
[Please share your feedback, comments and ideas on this article! We'd also like to know what questions you have about 
campaigns and what topics you'd like to see in future articles.  Please contact Liz Ryan at lryan@cfyj.org]. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=d5rtnpbab&et=1104003008024&s=2183&e=001BchGnGBD969__GmMiyh1d_clCin5LM-IJ8CuMlya0EZmqc6r3DXkqnJL-xgrHettkzJ-pWAojZLmKCOzmt_HK4R5S6AjrddCJOg6Mtw7KYU5JVFzKPgbhACYJcHXyK-b1kbO3_BBEpW4Zc8izJaF7_pZ-78nwdLWmHfLqPZhGNceG0o35mtCOAhC6GtlLtIAONgeCioe23XdjDfo8-vkXA==
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