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Position Statement - CHILD SAFETY AND 
PROTECTION
A founding purpose of National PTA is to promote safety for children 
and youth. National PTA urges its members at all levels to monitor, 
support, and advocate for laws and programs in the following areas:

Safety

●     Assist in the identification and return of missing or runaway 
children. 

●     Prevent exploitation of children and unhealthy work environments. 

●     Heighten awareness of and help prevent child and youth suicide. 

●     Include safety education in school curriculum and community 
programs. 

●     Raise awareness of the need for safe recreational equipment and 
facilities, playground safety, protective sports gear, and school bus 
safety. 

●     Promote compliance with child support laws and orders.

Juvenile Justice

●     Promote initiatives to address racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic 
inequities in the juvenile justice system. 

●     Encourage collaboration between law enforcement, the judicial 
system, and child welfare agencies. 

●     Promote alternative dispute resolution techniques that provide a 
range of possible sanctions. 

●     Prohibit youth who are charged with a serious crime from being 
tried in the adult court system unless there has been an opportunity 
for a judicial hearing and appeal. 

●     Prohibit the incarceration of youth in adult facilities. 

●     Assist youth leaving the juvenile justice system, and prevent their 
return. 

●     Support research and data collection regarding youth offenses.

Violence Prevention

●     Protect children from violence. 

●     Inform the public of the sale, resale, and destruction of weapons 
that can cause injury and death. 

●     Raise awareness of gun safety and promote violence education. 

●     Address the dangers associated with gangs, cults, and other violent 
behaviors.

This position statement was written to update and combine 
resolutions and position statements concerning “Safety and 
Protection”. The original resolutions and position statements will be 
archived in the Historical Records as reference on this issue.
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All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Safety; Ban on the Manufacture and Sale of 
Saturday Night Special/Junk Guns; Child Abuse and Neglect; Child 
Identification Systems; Child Labor Protection; Child Restraints for 
Passenger Vehicles; Confidentiality of School Records; Disposable 
Butane Lighters; Firearm Safety and Awareness; Gun Safety and 
Violence Prevention; In-line Skating and Skateboarding Safety; Limit the 
Sale of Martial Arts Weapons; Look-Alike Weapons; Missing Children; 
Non-powder Firearms; Parent notification Program; Playground 
Equipment Safety Standards; Polygraph Testing for Youth; Protective 
Helmet Use; Railroad Safety Education; Removing Children and Youth 
from Adult Jails and Lockups; Restricting Passengers in Cargo Areas of 
Light Trucks/Pickup Trucks; Safety; Sale and Distribution of Fireworks; 
Sale, Resale, and Destruction of Firearms; The Runaway Child; School-
Age Children and Child-Care Facilities for Pre-School Children; School 
Bus Safety; Seat Belts in New School Buses; Seat Belts for Passenger/
Multipurpose Passenger Vehicles; Violence Prevention; Violence in the 
Schools; Youth Suicide Prevention
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