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Fact Sheet: Wisconsin
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	Recommendations

	1
	Return 17-year-olds to juvenile court jurisdiction.  In holding children accountable for their behaviors, age and developmentally appropriate services should always be prioritized to ensure rehabilitation for the youth and public safety.

	2
	Ensure juvenile court judicial discretion for placement hearings. Juvenile court judges, who have been trained to evaluate culpability, are best positioned to determine placement of youth in conflict with the law.

	3
	Repeal “Once an Adult, Always an Adult.” This law provides that every juvenile who is treated as an adult by an adult court is forever stripped of his juvenile status for any subsequent crime.

	4
	Expand services available to youth and ensure that they are developmentally appropriate. Providing services that have been evaluated and deemed successful generates the greatest positive impact on recidivism rates among juveniles.



























What Wisconsin Law Says:


Young people aged 10 years old and up can be tried in an adult court; in practice, children as young as 13 have been tried as adults in Wisconsin;


Since 1996, 17-year-olds have been excluded from juvenile court jurisdiction by law and can be automatically tried as adults for any offense;


A youth tried in an adult court, even for a misdemeanor offense, must be prosecuted in adult court for any subsequent crimes; and


Youth aged 15 or older under adult court jurisdiction can be detained in adult jails without “sight and sound” protections afforded to youth being held as youth.





Key Facts:


In 2004, there were more than 28,000 arrests of 17-year-olds in Wisconsin, but only 1.5% for violent crimes.


In 2004, African-American youth continued to be overrepresented in the number of youth waived to adult courts—in some counties being almost twice as likely as their white peers to be transferred to adult facilities.





In juvenile facilities, youth must attend school. In adult jails and prisons, education, if available, is voluntary.





Adult jails lack the capacity to physically protect juveniles. Juveniles under adult court jurisdiction are not separated from the general adult population in adult jails, leaving them vulnerable to harm from older inmates.
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