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BeEcause THE CONSEQUENCES AREN’T MINOR




Fact Sheet: Illinois

	Recommendations

	1
	Raise the age to 18 for youth to be tried as adults.

	2
	Allow individualized discretion in the transfer decision. All youth should have a neutral party make the decision on a potential transfer.

	3
	Review sentences in adult court for youth. The system needs to review the length of sentences for youth in adult court to make sure they are age-appropriate.

	4
	Provide appropriate rehabilitative services in juvenile court.  To return youth to the juvenile court with the changes in automatic transfer laws, it is imperative that the juvenile court has the funding and support available to provide rehabilitative services to these youth so they have the opportunity to improve their lives.



























What Illinois Law Says:


17-year-olds are automatically under the jurisdiction of the adult criminal court;


“Once an Adult, Always an Adult.” Youth who have been transferred and convicted in the adult criminal court will also be transferred to the adult criminal court for any subsequent offense regardless of its seriousness;


Illinois is also a “blended sentencing” state. Courts can impose both a juvenile and an adult criminal sentence, with the suspension of the adult sentence dependent on the youth’s successful compliance with his or her juvenile sentence; and


17-year-olds charged in adult court await trial in adult jails. Additionally, there is no sight and sound protection for 17-year-olds in adult prison because the “age of majority” is 17 in Illinois.





Key Facts:


An estimated 16,000 17-year-olds enter the adult system annually in Illinois.


71% of all arrests of juveniles are for non-violent crimes.


Youth of color are about one-third of the youth population but represent 9 out of 10 young people in the adult criminal justice system.


Most youth enter the criminal justice system without the benefit of an individualized hearing and are instead automatically transferred to the adult criminal system based on age and charging offense.


The main opposition to raising the age of majority to 18 comes from the Department of Corrections and Cook County Jail, because they believe that the fiscal impact would be too great to be sustainable.





The debate around the potential cost and potential impact of raising the age in Illinois does not fully consider the savings that would come from lower recidivism rates, lower crime rates, and the added economic productivity of young people who successfully leave behind a life of crime by avoiding the adult criminal justice system.














