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[State] Supports Engaging Families to Enhance Protections for Youth in the Justice System
[CITY, STATE] [Organization] in [location] call on local legislators to endorse a new bill introduced by Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY).  The Family Justice Act achieves accountability and family engagement by implementing an oversight panel in each state to include youth advocates, state attorneys, educational and health service providers, and incarcerated or formally incarcerated youth themselves, among other interested parties, who will ensure fluid communication between youth and families, greater access to facilities, and better outcomes by convening to develop strategies to improve youth transition upon release.
“The Family Justice Act will better ensure the engagement of youth and their families in the juvenile justice system, and encourage greater oversight and accountability for programs, services, and policies in juvenile facilities,” said [Parent Name], a parent of a youth in the justice system.
The Family Justice Act will:

· Increase access to the monitored facility to allow community based organizations to conduct visits, to office space for entities acting in the interest of youth in the facility, to court-appointed attorneys to speak with youth on regular basis about the facility;

· Improve visitation and contact policies with youth in facilities by reducing visitation restrictions and transportation barriers;

· Incorporate panel recommendations in quality and effective after care plans for youth;

· Increase dialogue between facility administrators, staff, and families through regular updates on individual youth’s status and integrating family input in medical, mental health, and educational decisions.
[Name] of [organization] stated that, “The Family Justice Act is a significant step forward in juvenile justice reform. By incorporating the very voices most directly impacted by the policies and practices of facilities where youth are held, this bill will increase communication and collaboration between juvenile justice system stakeholders to promote better outcomes for system-involved youth and their families.”
In [State], research has shown that providing youth with community based resources produces greater outcomes for employment, education advancement, and further positive contributions by youth upon release.

###

[Description of Organization]
Additional statements on the Family Justice Act by Representative McCarthy are available at: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/jjmatters/2010/11/18/a-discussion-with-repcarolyn-mccarthy-on-the-famil
For more information on the Family Justice Act, visit: http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/federal-law/59.html
