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BEcAUSE THE CONSEQUENCES AREN’T MINOR




Fact Sheet: Florida


	Recommendations

	1
	Prohibit prosecutorial transfers of youth to adult court. Judges should have the discretion to determine if a youth should be tried and sentenced in an adult court.

	2
	Require judges to consider imposing juvenile sanctions in adult court. Judges need discretion and flexibility when sentencing youth, particularly those in adult court.

	3
	Keep youth who are found incompetent to stand trial in juvenile court. 

	4
	Disallow youth to waive their right to counsel. Lawyers have the expertise to guide youth throughout the complicated court process. 



























What Florida Law Says:


A youth of any age can be transferred to adult court when that youth is charged  with a violation of state law punishable by death or life imprisonment;


With the direct file laws, prosecutors have the discretion to transfer youth as young as 14 to adult court for certain serious crimes;


“Once an Adult, Always an Adult” provides that a youth tried in an adult court—even for a misdemeanor offense—must be prosecuted in adult court for any subsequent offenses; 


Once youth are transferred to adult courts, there are few options for the judge to impose a sentence at his or her discretion; rather, the law requires the judge to impose a particular sentence or minimum sentence.





Key Facts:


From 2004 to 2005, the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice handled more than 95,000 youth. Of that number, 3,279 referrals were transferred to adult court and 2,504 individuals were transferred to the adult criminal justice system.


More than 65% of offenses committed by youth were non-violent.


In 2003-2004, 1,301 youth in Florida were sentenced to adult prisons.


Youth of color, especially African Americans, are overrepresented in transfers to adult courts.


In 2000, the Bureau of Justice Statistics reported that Florida held more youth in prison than any other state.


Even when controlled for race, initial charges, and age, youth with adult sanctions re-offended 2.26 times more than youth who received youth sanctions. When technical violations were included in the data, youth with adult sanctions were 4.90 times more likely to re-offend than youth with juvenile sanctions








“Transferred youth are more likely to recidivate than youth retained in the juvenile justice system; they also recidivate at a faster rate, with more serious offenses and with a greater number of offenses.”


—Florida Department of Juvenile Justice








