EDUCATION AND YOUTH IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
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Educators know that children have great potential to change and develop.  Although many children will be involved in delinquent activities in their adolescence, most educators believe that society should not give up on any youth by denying them an education. 
Youth in the justice system have a great need for education.

· Most youth in the juvenile or adult justice system are two or more years behind their peers in basic academic skills and more often miss school or have been suspended or expelled.
 

· 30% to 50% of youth in the juvenile or criminal justice systems have disabilities.

· 40% to 50% of youth in the juvenile or criminal justice systems have repeated one or more grades.

The juvenile and adult criminal justice systems fail to provide meaningful education to most youth.
  
· Nationally, 30% to 50% of incarcerated youth with disabilities are denied appropriate educational services.

· Less than 40% of state prisons provide special education services to youth.
   

· The education that is provided in some juvenile detention centers is often not based around a meaningful curriculum and does not offer credits that transfer to their community school.

· Some juvenile detention centers only require teachers to hold the lowest form of teaching license, many do not require special training in correctional education, and many do not have enough special education teachers.

· Due to the poor quality of education available in the juvenile and adult criminal justice system, class-action lawsuits have been filed in over 20 states challenging inadequate educational practices in correctional facilities.

The best way to rehabilitate detained juveniles and prevent them from committing future criminal acts is to provide them with educational opportunities.
· Youth who commit crimes respond well to rehabilitation and treatment, particularly educational services.
  
· Research show that youth who participate in correctional education programs are less likely to commit future criminal acts and one-third less likely to be re-incarcerated.

· Research also shows that children receiving education in juvenile detention are more likely to return to school after their release and eventually become employed.

Notes
“While still in juvenile hall, I obtained my high school diploma.  This period of my life also witnessed the discovery of the wonderful world of books.  To my unexpected joy and great benefit, I found relief to the stress of incarceration.  I read and read and read some more…The profundity and rapidity of change that followed can hardly be described…I learned that the key to my rehabilitation and transformation into a productive citizen was education.  I became determined to obtain a college education [while in the adult system]: I asked various people if they had information on correspondence courses and I wrote many universities, yet the more I gathered the bleaker my situation began to appear.…”- John Colasurdo (currently incarcerated)
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