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Fact Sheet: District of Columbia


	RECOMMENDATIONS

	1
	Prohibit pre-trial placement of youth in the DC Jail.  In addition to the potential for isolation and abuse, youth lack exposure to rehabilitative programming when in adult jails.

	2
	Establish judicial waiver in all transfer cases. Neutral judges are much more likely to use caution when transferring youth to adult facilities.

	3
	Encourage the Bureau of Prisons to contract with the DC Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services. Currently, youth can be sent to any facility in the country with a BOP contract. 

	4
	Create services in DC for youth tried as adults.  These youth could then receive rehabilitative programming, remain separate from youth sentenced as juveniles, and remain close to their families.

	5
	Provide adolescent development training for juvenile justice advocates and the courts.  Give judges, attorneys, and advocates the most up-to-date research on effective programming for rehabilitating youth. 



























What DC Law Says:


The judge can transfer a juvenile as young as 15 to adult court for committing a felony offense;


 “Once an Adult, Always an Adult.” A youth tried in an adult court must be prosecuted in adult court for any subsequent offenses; 


Pre-trial, a child transferred to the criminal court will be held in the DC Jail; and


If a youth is convicted of a felony, the Federal Bureau of Prisons will have custody of the youth and determines where the youth will serve his or her sentence, which could result in placement in correctional facilities throughout the country. 





“Barbaric.”


—DC Superior Court Judge Wendell Gardner in reference to an instance of placing a girl in the DC jail (Washington Post 9/14/06)


Key Facts:


In 2005, 2,928 juveniles were arrested by the police.  The most common offense was unauthorized use of a vehicle. Other misdemeanors constituted the majority of other crimes.


Only 2.3% of homicides and 12.3% of aggravated assaults were committed by youth in 2005.


 In 2005, youth accounted for fewer than 6% of overall crime in the District.





In 2000, Mayor Anthony Williams established the DC Blue Ribbon Commission on Youth Safety and Juvenile Justice Reform (BRC) to investigate the state of the juvenile justice system in the District and the effectiveness of the rehabilitative programs in place, especially the Oak Hill Youth Center, DC’s youth correctional facility.





The BRC recommended limiting the cases under which youth could be tried as adults, as well as closure of the Oak Hill Youth Center, and more community-based alternatives to detention and incarceration.





In November 2004, the DC Council approved the “Omnibus Blue Ribbon Bill,” which emphasized rehabilitation and treatment and included many of the provisions recommended by the Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Commission such as closing Oak Hill and putting in place more effective programming.














