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“ The  d evelopmental s tate of adolescence  should be a mitigating  factor when juveniles are facing criminal prosecution .  The same  factors that  make youths ineligible to vote or to serve on a jury  require us to treat them differently from adults when they  commit crimes. ”   - The MacArthur Foundation Research Network  



	Recommendations

	1
	Raise the age of juvenile court jurisdiction to age 18. This has been accomplished. A law that raises the age to 18 will go into effect on January 1, 2010

	2
	Decriminalize youth with mental health issues. Youth who act out due to serious psychological complications find themselves in a system with little to no support for their needs.

	3
	Promote interagency collaboration and rehabilitative services for 16- and 17-year-olds. With rehabilitation, youth have the opportunity to have successful, productive futures.






























What Connecticut Law Says:





16- and 17-year-olds are automatically tried and sentenced as adults for all offenses in Connecticut;


Youth can be transferred to adult court for any felony committed, including non-violent felony offenses like second-degree forgery;


Proceedings for young people with prior felony offenses can be designated “serious juvenile repeat offender prosecution,” meaning if the terms of the youth’s juvenile sentence are in any way violated, he or she faces an adult criminal sentence; and


Connecticut is one of few states where youth who are not granted pre-trial release are held exclusively at adult detention centers while awaiting trial.





�


Key Facts:


Each year in Connecticut, between 12,000 and 13,000 16- and 17-year-olds come into contact with the adult criminal justice system. 


Only 4% of young people entering the justice system are tried for serious violent offenses (murder, rape, robbery, or aggravated assault); 96% are non-violent.


Youth of color are disproportionately represented and transferred to adult facilities.


In 2005, Connecticut led the nation in the number of youth under 18 years old in adult prisons with 383 incarcerated youth—71% more than any other state.


Connecticut alone confines more youth in adult prisons than at least 22 states combined.


The number of girls incarcerated at the state women's prison is increasing.  According to the Hartford Courant, at the beginning of December 2006, 30 girls ages 14 to 17 were incarcerated at  the York Correctional Institution in Niantic.  In December 2005, only 11 girls in that age group were being held at York. 











