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sentencing, and incarcerating youth under the age of 18 in the adult criminal justice system.
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ACROSS THE COUNTRY

 

Louisiana Update
 
Families & Friends of Louisiana's Incarcerated Children (FFLIC) Celebrates 10 Years!
 
On Friday, September 9, Families & Friends of Louisiana's Incarcerated Children (FFLIC) celebrated ten years by hosting
an event, "Ten Years and Beyond: FFLIC Celebrates a Decade of Making Family Voices Equal Voices" featuring Keynote
Speaker James Bell, Founder and Executive Director of the W. Haywood Burns Institute. FFLIC Community Organizer
Ernest Johnson said, "It was a delightful event, especially having the founders and those who believe in the FFLIC vision,



Ernest Johnson said, "It was a delightful event, especially having the founders and those who believe in the FFLIC vision,
Xochitl Bervera, Grace Bauer and Norris Henderson, there." 
 
FFLIC was created in response to horrifying stories of abuse and neglect in Louisiana's secure-care facilities. Louisiana's
harsh and punitive juvenile justice system has targeted and mistreated Louisiana's youth. FFLIC advocates for the children
who are lost in this abusive system. FFLIC strives to give parents a voice when their children are taken from them.
FFLIC's goal is to change the practices and culture in these facilities so that they no longer mimic the adult prison system
and instead provide a nurturing and rehabilitative environment.
 
For additional information on FFLIC, visit: http://www.fflic.org/.

Congratulations to FFLIC for its many accomplishments over the past decade!
  
Back to Top

  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Connecticut Update
 

Happy 10th Anniversary to the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance!
 
On Thursday, September 22, the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance (CTJJA) hosted its 10-Year Anniversary
Celebration at the Legislative Office Building Atrium in Hartford, CT. The Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance was
launched in November 2001 as a collaborative effort of the Center for Children's Advocacy, Connecticut Voices for
Children, RYASAP, and The Tow Foundation.  The mission of the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance is to reduce
the number of children and youth entering the juvenile and criminal justice system, and advocate a safe, effective, and
fair system for those involved.  Dozens of supporters attended the event which featured a short film and report release,
"How to Catch Lightning in a Bottle" on the CTJJA's many accomplishments over the past decade.  

The report is available online at: http://www.ctjja.org/resources/pdf/ctjja10-brochure.pdf.  Congratulations to the
CTJJA for its many accomplishments over the past decade!

Back to Top

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
New York Update

New York Chief Judge Recommends Major Change in NY's Law
 
On Wednesday, September 21, the Citizen's Crime Commission hosted a Breakfast Forum at Fordham University
featuring Jonathan Lippman, Chief Judge of the State of New York and of the Court of Appeals, New York State's highest
court.  Judge Lippman oversees the work of the state's Unified Court System, which has a $2.5 billion annual budget and
more than 16,000 employees.  In his remarks, Chief Judge Lippman recommended that New York no longer automatically
prosecute all 16- and 17-year-olds in the adult criminal justice system.
 

For a copy of Judge Lippman's remarks, visit: http://www.cfyj.org/documents/LIppman_Testimony_Sept_2011.pdf
 
For additional information on the prosecution of youth in adult criminal court in New York, visit:
http://www.cfyj.org/documents/Advancing_a_Fair_and_Just_Age_of_Criminal_Responsibility_for_Youth_in_NYS.pdf. 
 

Back to Top
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Vermont Update
 
Vermont Judiciary Conference Features Panel Discussion on Youth Prosecuted in Adult Criminal Court
 
On Friday, September 16, the Vermont Supreme Court's Justice for Children Task Force presented the Back to School:
Children, Courts, and Education Success Conference  featuring a number of panel discussions, including a panel, "Which Court is
the Right Court," on youth prosecuted in adult criminal court.



the Right Court," on youth prosecuted in adult criminal court.
 
Bob Sheil, Supervising Attorney in the Defender General's office and a member of the Justice for Children Task Force,
moderated the session.  CFYJ's Liz Ryan presented on the latest findings in "State Trends: Legislative Victories from 2005
to 2010 Removing Youth from the Adult Criminal Justice System," and Ken Schatz, City Attorney of Burlington and a
member of the Justice for Children Task Force, gave an overview of the context for Vermont's law.  Willa Farrell, Court
Diversion Director in the Attorney General's Office, spoke about the diversion program's success and efforts to work with
youth charged in juvenile and adult courts.  State's Attorney Joel Page and Bob Sheil facilitated a discussion with
participants on the barriers to keeping children in juvenile, rather than adult criminal court.
 
"The Justice for Children Task Force is to be commended for putting this critical issue on their agenda," said Ryan. "The
conference provided a tremendous opportunity to bring together juvenile and criminal justice system stakeholders from
across Vermont to focus on the status of youth in adult criminal court."
 
For background on Vermont's law and policies on the prosecution of youth in adult criminal court, visit:
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/state-by-state.html#VT.
  

Back to Top  
  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Find Your Nearest Campaign!
 
For contact information from campaigns in individual states, visit the Campaign's State Contacts page available
at:  http://www.cfyj.org/parents-resource-center/find-your-state-contacts.html. 
  
  
Back to Top 
  

NATIONAL MOMENTUM

National Youth Justice Awareness Month
 
October is National Youth Justice Awareness Month. Dozens of organizations are hosting events around the country to

bring awareness to the 250,000 youth who are tried, sentenced and incarcerated in the adult criminal justice system and
youth in the juvenile justice system. Here is a full list of states hosting events and what they are doing. See you all out there!
  
  
Colorado

Event - 5k Run/Walk
Location - Cheesman Park, Denver, CO
Date - October 15, 2011, Pre-registration begins at 8 a.m. Race begins at 9 a.m. 

 

1st Annual Run for Juvenile Justice: Keeping Colorado's Children out of Adult Jails and Prisons and remembering James
Stewart and Robert Borrego, who died in solitary confinement in adult jails.  

The Colorado Juvenile Defender Coalition in partnership with the Family Support Network will hold a 1st Annual Run for
Juvenile Justice on October 15, 2011 at 9 a.m. at Cheesman Park, 1599 E. 8th Ave, Denver, CO 80218. The purpose of the
Colorado 5K Run for Youth Justice is to raise awareness and participate in keeping Children out of the Adult Courts, Jails
and Prisons.  

We hope you can join them!

 

To register for this event, click here or go to active.com and enter keyword Juvenile Justice Denver.

 

 



District of Columbia

Event - Film screening and panel discussion
Location - Gala Theater, Washington, DC
Date - October 18, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 

  

In honor of National Youth Justice Awareness Month, DC Lawyers for Youth (DCLY) will be hosting a screening of their
original film: "The Road to Rehabilitation and Reform: A short film about DC and its Most-Disconnected Youth." The

premiere, open to 240 guests, will be held at the GALA Hispanic Theatre on 14th and Park Road, NW, Washington, DC
20009.
  
Following the film will be a short discussion with the documentary creators about DC's juvenile justice reform efforts along
with light refreshments in the lobby. Come join DCLY and community members to engage in the conversation on how DC
can best serve its most-disconnected youth through reforming the juvenile justice system.
  
For more information, contact Angela Massino at amassino@dcly.org or Eddie Ferrer at eferrer@dcly.org.

 

 

Illinois

Event - Street Youth Rise Up
Location - 4730 North Sheridan Road
Date - September 30, 2011, 2:30 - 7:00 p.m.

 

Come march and rally in solidarity with Street-Based Youth to change the way Chicago sees and treats its homeless, home-
free and street-based youth who do what they have to do to survive. They are demanding accountability for the
criminalization of these youth's survival. They require the basic necessities that helping systems are not providing to their

community. The march will lead into a Speak Out where many youth will come to share their talents and voices. To
participate, meet on the sidewalk on the corner of Belmont and Broadway in front of the Walgreens (3201 N Broadway) at
2:30 p.m. The March begins at 3:15 pm and will go along Broadway to Alternatives at Lawrence and Broadway (4730 North
Sheridan Road). The Speak Out will be held there and begins at 5:15 pm. Come to hear youth performances, speeches,
music and eat some snacks.

 

For more information, contact Grace Warren at justiceforillinois@gmail.com.

 

 

Louisiana

Event - 5k Run/Walk
Location - New Orleans, LA
Date - October 22, 2011
          Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.          Race begins at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Join Families and Friends of Louisiana's Incarcerated Children (FFLIC) on Saturday October 22, 2011 for its 2nd Annual 5k
Run/Walk for Youth Justice. This event, on FFLIC's 10th anniversary, will bring attention to youth being transferred to the
adult system and youth in the juvenile justice system. The event will take place at Audobon Park, Shelter 10. Registration
will begin at 8:00 am and the race starts at 9:30 am.

 

FFLIC is a statewide membership-based organization fighting for a better life for all of Louisiana's youth, especially those
involved in the juvenile justice system. They engage in education, community building, and leadership development
advocacy through strategically chosen goals in order to empower individuals, families and communities to transform
currently oppressive systems and institutions into ones that uphold justice for our families, to build strong, powerful families
and communities and to fight for justice for our children and ourselves.   
 

FFLIC is celebrating their 10th anniversary this year. Join them on October 22 to help them celebrate 10 years of



FFLIC is celebrating their 10th anniversary this year. Join them on October 22 to help them celebrate 10 years of
advocating for our youth.

 

For more information, view the event flyer or contact Mr. Johnson at EJohnson@fflic.org.  

 

 

Maryland

Event - Rally to Stop the Baltimore Youth Jail
Location - 401 E. Eager Street
Date - October 4, 2011, 5 p.m.

 

Join the alliance of 30 organizations with a plan to keep Baltimore safe while helping our youth succeed. On Tuesday,
October 4th at 5 p.m., Baltimore residents and concerned citizens will march to demand the governor stop plans to
construct a $100 million youth jail and instead reallocate funds toward the resources that Baltimore youth need and deserve:
quality education in state of the art buildings, access to vocational centers and employment opportunities, community rec
centers, and safe and decent homes. The new jail will spend $500,000 per bed to jail youth charged as adults who could be
responsibly housed in existing facilities. 
  
For more information, view the event flyer, visit: www.stopbaltimoreyouthjail.com or call Kara or Rashad at (410) 706 -

3940. 
 

 

Massachusetts

Event - CFJJ on the Run 5k 
Location - Jamaica Pond Boathouse Pavilion, 507 Jamaica Way, Boston, MA
Date - October 16, 2011, Race Day registration begins at 7:30, Start time - 9 AM 

 

CfJJ on the Run 5k will raise awareness of and support for some of the most vulnerable children in Massachusetts: those
who get in trouble with the law. CfJJ on the Run is a project of Citizens for Juvenile Justice, a statewide advocacy group that
works to keep kids out of the adult criminal system and to make the juvenile system fair, effective, and focused on
rehabilitation and prevention.   

This is a chipped and timed race. Children under 10 are free. Strollers are welcome.    

For more information or if you have any questions about CfJJ, please contact Sarah Rubinton by email at cfjj@cfjj.org or by
phone at (617) 338-1050. For race details and questions, please email Michelle of Plum Productions
at cfjj@plumproductionsinc.com or by phone at (617) 872 - 2850.

Click here to register online or click here for a downloadable registration form.  Want to do more? Click here for a pledge
sheet! Want to sponsor this race? Click here for a sponsor form! Click here to view the event organizer's website.

 

 

Mississippi

Event - Art, Poetry, and Justice - Poetry Slam and Art Exhibit for Youth Justice  
           See.Listen.Feel Youth Justice
Location - Metrocenter Mall, Jackson, MS
Date - October 22, 2011, 6 p.m. - whenever!

 

See.Listen.Feel. Youth Justice. 

Caution may contain artistic expression! Come out to the Metrocenter for this completely FREE event on Sat., Oct. 22nd at
6pm as we Slam and display our creative works for Youth Justice! What does Youth Justice mean to you? What are issues in
your community, home, or school affecting youth? All pieces, whether poetry or art must relate to YOUTH JUSTICE to
qualify for presentation. Express yourselves about these issues and more at the Art, Poetry, and Justice event! For more
information, visit their Facebook page.    



information, visit their Facebook page.    

Sponsored by: Children's Defense Fund (SRO), MS NAACP, Southern Poverty Law Center (YJP), ACLU of MS, Young
People's Project, and FAITH, Inc.    

For more information, contact Jed Oppenheim at  jed.oppenheim@splcenter.org (334) 322 - 8218.

 

 

Missouri

Event - 5k Run/Walk
Location - Cape County Park North, Cape Girardeau, MO
Date - October 30, 2011, Registration begins at 12 p.m., Race begins at 2 p.m. 

 

National Youth Justice Awareness Month began in Missouri when Parent Tracy McClard realized how little the public know
about youth tried as adults such as her son, Jonathan. She felt she needed to educate the public about the pain that families
and youth endure throughout this horrible process. She started a 5k to bring awareness to youth justice issues, and her race
has grown every year for the past four years. This year, the race will be held at its original location in Cape Girardeau in
Missouri.  

  

For more information, view the event flyer or contact Tracy at forjmo@gmail.com. To register, fill out the registration
form.   

 

 

New Jersey

Event - Poetic Just Us!! All it Takes to Make a Difference is JUST US!!
Location - Giampetro Park, Vineland, NJ
Date - October 29, 2011, 12 - 4 p.m.

  

Renewed Minds is proud to be presenting our first ever large-scale Juvenile Justice Awareness Event this Fall: Poetic Just-
Us!! Renewed Minds recognizes that it truly 'takes a village to raise a child' and is committed to being the premier entity that
makes the importance of the family voice not only heard, but effective when combined with the efforts of grassroots
organizing!

They are looking for partners and hope that you will step up to the challenge presented at this time. They believe in you
doing what you can to make the matter of juvenile justice and its effects on families from any community a priority in your
work and in your hearts. In the words of the events theme: "All It Takes To Make A Difference Is JUST US!!!"

Donations are being accepted at this time and for more information on how you can be a part of this endeavor please call us
at 856-364-1326.  

For more information, view the event flyer or contact Tracey at renewedmindsinc@yahoo.com.

 

 

New York

Event - Youth Are Youth: A Workshop to Address Rights and Empowerment (Y.A.Y  A.W.A.R.E)
Location - Brooklyn, NY
Date - October 15, 2011, 5 - 8 p.m.

 

The Raise the Age, Raise the Youth Film Tour: Watch amazing films from around the country and see how being charged as
adults directly affects youth and their families. After the films, participate in a discussion on how you can get involved in
the campaign to raise the age.  

Come learn how automatically charging 16- and 17-year-olds as adults negatively impacts individual youth and our
communities as a whole. Participate in a discussion on how to involve your congregations and constituents in the campaign
to raise the age.

For more information, view the event flyer or to find out how you can become a host of the film tour,



For more information, view the event flyer or to find out how you can become a host of the film tour,
contact Info@ijjra.org or call (718) 502 - 8854.

 

Oregon

Event - Film Screening, Childhood Interrupted 

Location - Central Library Downtown Portland, Portland, OR
Date - October 11, 2011 5:30 - 7 p.m.

 

Oregon Parent Sheila Montgomery will host a film screening of the original film, Childhood Interrupted on October 11 at
5:30 pm at the Portland Downtown Central Library. The film will begin at 6 p.m. and will be followed by a short discussion
and question and answer session featuring guest speaker Shannon Wight of the Partnership for Safety and Justice. Light
refreshments will be served, and free t-shirts will be available to attendees while supplies last. This is a film and discussion
you will not want to miss.  

For more information, view the event flyer or to find out more about the event, contact Sheila
at justice4oregon@gmail.com or (503) 935 - 1093.

 

Pennsylvania

There will be two events in Pennsylvania this year!

Event - Film Screening of original documentary "Stolen Dreams"
Location - Cohen Auditorium (G-17) at the University of Pennsylvania, 249 South 36th St., Philadelphia, PA
Date - October 18, 2011, 6 - 9 p.m.

A documentary film created by the Youth Art & Self-Empowerment Project. 

 
"Stolen Dreams" is a short documentary film made by members of YASP, an organization led by young people who
experienced life inside an adult jail who are now leaders of their communities. The film includes interviews with teenagers
who are currently in adult jail and their families, young people who have been incarcerated as adults, as well as a judge,
social worker and teacher who work with youth charged as adults on a daily basis. The young people featured in the film
describe in detail the experience of being a teenager in the adult criminal justice system, from the food to the education
system to the everyday violence. In telling these stories, the film educates the audience about Act 33, a 1996 amendment to
Pennsylvania law that allows prosecutors to try young people 15 and older directly in adult court and send them directly
into adult jail for all serious, violent charges.

 

Following the film, there will be a Q and A session with panelists: Kenyatta Johnson, State Representative; Judge Benjamin
Lerner, Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas; Joshua Glenn, YASP Organizer, formerly incarcerated in the adult system;
Linda Watson, grandmother of a young man incarcerated as an adult at 15; and Rashida Ingram, social worker in the
Philadelphia Prison System. 

 
YASP hopes this film will educate, inspire, and help build a movement to change Pennsylvania law and keep young people
out of adult prisons. 

 
"Stolen Dreams" can be purchased for $20. To order a copy, email yasproject@gmail.com  

For more information, contact Sarah at yasproject@gmail.com. 

 

 

Event - Film Screening of "Childhood Interrupted 2" and discussion
Location - Brandywine Center, 744 East Lincoln Highway, Coatesville, PA
Date - October 13, 2011, 7 p.m. 
This event will target the youth in their Pennsylvania community to make them aware of the issues and hopefully encourage
them to express their concerns in positive ways to the powers that be. In addition to screening the film, Childhood
Interrupted II, this event will feature speakers, including a father whose son was charged as an adult at the age of 15 years

old and sentenced to 8-16 years, and the new Director of Coatesville Youth Initiative, who will share about the new Youth
Court Program.  



Court Program.  

For more information, view the event flyer or contact Debbie atDWillett@childandfamilyfocus.org or (484) 238 - 4594.

 

South Carolina

Event - 5k March
Location - Hampton Park, Charleston, SC
Date - October 22, 2011, 9 am - 12 pm

 

Parent Terry Davenport of Justice Academy USA (JAUSA) will be hosting an Awareness March for Youth Justice on
October 22 at Hampton Park in Charleston, South Carolina. Participants will march along Mary Murray Drive around
Hampton Park to bring attention to the 250,000 youths who are tried, sentenced and incarcerated as adults in this country.  

For more information, contact Terry at Terry@jausa.org.

 

 

Tennessee

Event - Film Screening, Childhood Interrupted  and panel discussion 
Location - Hickory Ridge Towne Center, Memphis, TN
Date - October 15, 2011, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 

Tennessee Parent Lillian Tillman is hosting a film screening of Childhood Interrupted at the Hickory Ridge Towne Center in
Memphis, Tennessee to bring the community together to help at-risk youth in the Memphis area. In addition to showing
Childhood Interrupted, this event will feature speakers Cassaundra Arbertha and others from the Memphis City Gang
Awareness Initiative, Erica Nason from Families of Incarcerated Individuals, and ex-gang member Courtney Cannon. The
speakers will focus on youth development and ways to bring a voice to our children.   

 

For more information, contact Lillian at diamondlil_38@yahoo.com.

 

 

Texas

Event - Town Hall Meeting
Location - TBA
Date - October 22, 2011

For more information, contact Winifred Curry at wycurry@sbcglobal.net.

 

 

Wisconsin

Event - 5k Run/Walk
Location - Onalaska, WI
Date - October 16, 2011, 2 - 4 p.m.

 

The 2nd Annual Juvenile Justice Awareness 5K Run/Walk in Onalaska, WI will take place on Sunday, October 16th. Race
Day registration will begin at noon, and the event begins at 2 p.m.  

The Wisconsin run will be hosted by Parent Vicky Gunderson. One week after her son Kirk turned 17 years old, he was
incarcerated in the adult justice system. Kirk died by suicide while incarcerated. It is Vicky's hope to bring awareness and
education to our community and others about the risks associated with incarcerating the youth with adults. We need to help
to keep our youth active with healthy choices and make sure they are held accountable for their actions.  To support Raising
the Age in Wisconsin and all states so not one youth is incarcerated with adults in jails and prisons, join us for this
educational awareness 5K. If you have questions, you may contact Vicky Gunderson by phone or email
at  vicgundy@aol.com or 608-385-7600.    

Click here for the registration form to enter the Wisconsin race.

 



 
 
 
Back to Top
                                       

  
FEDERAL UPDATE

Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) Update
  
As the U.S. Department of Justice is considering final regulations on the Prison Rape Elimination
Act (PREA), it is crucial that officials continue to hear from youth, parents and families who are
directly affected as well as other allies on the importance of finalizing these regulations and
ensuring that the final regulations ban the placement of youth in adult jails and prisons. Regulations
are expected to be issued in early 2012. 

PREA was signed into law by President Bush in 2003 to address sexual violence behind bars. The
creation of the National Prison Rape Elimination Commission (NPREC), a bipartisan federal
commission charged with developing national standards to address prisoner rape to be later ratified
by the Attorney General, was a key component of PREA. From 2004 to 2009, the NPREC held
public hearings and had expert committees draft the standards. The U.S. Department of Justice

(DOJ) released the NPREC standards for public comment in 2010 and developed their proposed rules in 2011.
Unfortunately, the proposed rules do not protect youth in adult facilities.

If you haven't already, please consider contacting your two U.S. Senators, who have oversight responsibility on the
implementation of the Prison Rape Elimination Act, which the Senate unanimously approved in 2003.

To reach your Senators, call the Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121. If you'd prefer to email, here's the link to the
action alert: http://www.change.org/petitions/tell-the-congress-to-end-rape-of-youth-in-adult-jails-and-prisons.

If you have already contacted your Senators, please consider taking an additional step by contacting the editorial board of a
newspaper in your community and/or state and urge the board to editorialize on this issue. As background, email them a
copy of the April 4th letter which is available online at:   http://www.cfyj.org/documents/PREA_sign- on_letter.pdf . We
are happy to work with you on this, so please contact CFYJ at 202.558.3580 for support. 

Thank you for your efforts!
 
Back to Top 
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Still No Permanent OJJDP Administrator

 
We're fast approaching day 1,000 of the Obama Administration, and there is no permanent Administrator for the Office of
Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), the federal agency responsible for juvenile justice and delinquency
prevention issues.  
 
As we've reported in recent newsletters, over the past decade, OJJDP has suffered a drastic depletion of funding and
support, and the agency's commitment to the most important issues confronting youth has diminished. It is crucial that the
Administration provide leadership and clear direction and resources to assist States' ability to create and sustain juvenile
justice systems that cost less, enhance public safety, and treat court-involved youth appropriately.
 
We urge you to continue to take action and spread the word on this important issue! Here are three things you can do that
will take five minutes each:
 
1. Call the White House (again!) at (202) 456-1414 and ask for the person who is handling appointments for the U.S.
Department of Justice.  You will most likely get a voice mail.  If you do speak with someone, be sure to say how crucial this
appointment is and what happens if the Administration doesn't appoint this person. Keep the call brief and be sure to give
your name, phone number and address.



your name, phone number and address.
 
2. Contact your two U.S. Senators.  Since the Senate has to confirm the appointment of an OJJDP Administrator, it is
helpful for your Senators to know that this appointment has not yet been made and that you'd like for them to weigh in with
the Administration.  To reach your Senators, call the Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.   If you'd prefer to email,
here's the link to the action alert:
http://www.change.org/petitions/make-juvenile-justice-a-priority-appoint-an-ojjdpadministrator.
 
3. Contact an editorial board of your community and/or state newspaper and urge the board to editorialize on this issue.  As

background, give them a copy of the letter that House Members sent to the White House on May 13th, which is available at:
http://www.cfyj.org/documents/ojjdp_2.pdf/ and/or copies of the recent Washington Post and LA Times editorials available
at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/federal-office-of-juvenile-justice-needs-a-leader--and-
fast/2011/07/14/gIQAX0kHUI_story.html and http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jul/06/opinion/la-ed-juvenile-
20110706.
 
Thank you for your efforts! Together we can bring attention to juvenile justice issues at the federal level.
  
Back to Top 
 

MEDIA WRAP

Media Wrap
 
Juvenile Justice Matters is back from a summer hiatus with a brand new show this month. We spoke with
Michael Kemp, a formerly incarcerated youth from the Washington, D.C. area who is determined to turn
his life around and break the vicious cycle of returning to prison. Michael was charged as an adult at the
age of 17, but first ran into the system at the age of 12. His father came into his life at the age of 9, but
he died when Michael was 10. This was a very difficult and critical time in his life, and he went to the
streets for guidance. Michael discusses the dangers in the adult criminal justice system, how he coped with not seeing any
family, and how he is adjusting after being released about a month ago. This is one show you want to listen to.

To hear Michael's story, please visit:

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/jjmatters/2011/09/22/discussion-with-formerly-incarcerated-youth-michael-kemp
 

To hear more from Michael Kemp on "The Question," read the Voices section of this newsletter. 
 

Back to Top 
  

RESEARCH

New Bulletin from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
 
The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention has published, "Trying Juveniles as Adults: An Analysis of State
Transfer Laws and Reporting." This publication is a must-read bulletin as it provides the latest overview of state transfer
laws and practices and examines available state-level data on youth prosecuted in the adult criminal justice system.  State-
by-state tables that readers will find useful include:

Type of transfer mechanism (i.e., judicial waiver to blended sentencing)
Specifics of judicial waiver mechanisms (e.g., ages, offenses, burden of proof)
Specifics of prosecutorial waiver mechanisms
Specifics of automatic/statutory waiver mechanisms
Juvenile courts that are allowed to impose criminal sanctions on juveniles
Transfer data available in a state
Laws allowing youth to be held pre-trial in jail
States housing youth in adult prisons

The bulletin is available online at: www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/232434.pdf.



The bulletin is available online at: www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/232434.pdf.
 
 
Back to Top   
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New Report on Impact of Prop 21 on Youth in California
 
The Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice (CJCJ) has released their latest report on juvenile justice realignment in
California, "An analysis of direct adult criminal court filing 2003-2009: What has been the effect of Proposition 21?" Ever
since 2001, when California voters passed Proposition 21, prosecutors have had the option of trying youth charged with a
felony in adult criminal courts without having a judge review the cases first. This report studies the practice of direct-filing
in California's 58 counties from 2003 through 2009.  CJCJ found that counties vary widely in prosecutorial use of direct
adult criminal court filing. During the 2003-09 period, California prosecutors direct-filed 4,045 youth in adult criminal
court, with rates per qualifying felony offense in major counties ranging from 1.5 in San Francisco, 6.2 in Alameda, and 8.2
in Fresno to 122.1 in Ventura, 106.9 in Yolo, and 84.7 in Kings.  Furthermore, the 30 counties that used direct-filing at
rates higher than the state average experienced a lesser reduction in juvenile crime trends, both for qualifying felonies and
other serious offenses, than the 28 counties that used the procedure at lower than average rates. Thus, prosecutor
predilection towards direct adult criminal court filing is not founded upon any demonstrable effect of reducing juvenile
crime rates. 
 
A copy of the report can be found here:  http://www.cjcj.org/files/What_has_been_the_effect_of_Prop_21.pdf
 
 
Back to Top  

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Washington State Task Force on Race and the Criminal Justice System
 
In the wake of erroneous and insensitive comments made by two Washington state Supreme Court justices suggesting that
people of color commit more crimes than white people, a new task force on Race and the Criminal Justice System was
formed in Washington State.  The Task Force is a coalition with partners from the community-at-large, the legal profession,
minority bar associations, and stakeholders within the justice system. The goal is to study the institutional and structural
arrangements which continue to disproportionately impact racial minorities at all levels of the criminal justice system, from
arrest, to prosecution, to sentencing. In addition, the Task Force is committed to advancing the discussion of this important
topic through education and developing recommendations for reform.  As part of the activities of the Task Force, Gonzaga
University School of Law hosted a conference, "Race & Criminal Justice in the West," to shed further light on the problems
and identify solutions.  On Saturday, September 23, Neelum Arya, CFYJ Research and Policy Director,  presented at the
Conference on the findings from the Race and Ethnicity Series (available online at
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/key-research/policy-briefs.html) and her most recent report, State Trends:
Legislative Changes from 2005 to 2010 Removing Youth from the Adult Criminal Justice System (available online at:
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/key-research/nationalreports.html#statetrends).
 
 
Back to Top 
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Using Soccer to Better Serve Youth and Families in Santa Cruz
 
Jessica Sandoval and Neelum Arya of the Campaign for Youth Justice were inspired by their recent trip to Santa Cruz,
California, to learn more about the ways the county is working with families involved in the justice system. As part of that
site visit, they had an opportunity to be inspired by the actions of a juvenile probation officer, Gina Castañeda. Gina was
raised literally on the streets of Watsonville, California. She experienced periods of homelessness and even lived in a car with
her mother. Despite the adversities of growing up in a neighborhood with violence, Gina managed to stay out of a gang. 
She began to understand her power to change the lives of other struggling youth when she started working as an outreach
counselor, providing STD and HIV/AIDS prevention support to at-risk teens. Gina has continued to work in the



counselor, providing STD and HIV/AIDS prevention support to at-risk teens. Gina has continued to work in the
prevention field for the past 19 years and currently works as a Juvenile Probation Officer in Santa Cruz County.  In April
2008, Gina founded the Aztecas Soccer Program for Latino juvenile probationers who are part of both the Norteño and
Sureño gangs. As the coach and organizer, Gina has successfully managed to assimilate these opposing gangs into
teammates, on and off the field.  "The Aztecas program is an incredible program that really is a gang-intervention program
that's working with youth to show them there's something outside of gangs" she says. Soccer provides a place where the
teens are encouraged, feel motivated and have positive Mexican male mentors. Among the 75-or-so teenage boys who have
been a part of Aztecas over the past three years, Casteñeda has noted the following:
 

21 percent decrease in recidivism
16 percent decrease in truancy
21 percent decrease in incarceration
35 percent increase in successful completion of probation
70 percent are finishing community service requirements
55 percent are on track to graduate
98 percent of the kids have shown positive behavioral changes    

Castañeda started the team by soliciting donations and obtaining family support for the program.  Families came up with the
idea of selling tacos to raise additional funds to support the team and now come together each week to support the team,

and each other.  Thanks Gina for the work you do to help youth in Santa Cruz.  You are truly an inspiration.  To learn more
about Gina and her program here is some more information:

Gina was recently profiled in an ESPN Documentary, "The Save," shown during the Women's World Cup Soccer Tournament. 
To see the documentary: http://espn.go.com/espnw/soccer/womens-world-cup/heroics/6689317/the-save  

Gina recently gave a speech as part of TEDX, www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfuA8tyCbaM<http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WfuA8tyCbaM>

More information about the Azteca Soccer team can be found here: http://aztecasocceracademy.org/
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NPC UPDATE

New Leadership in the National Parent Caucus 
 
We'd like to announce that Mike McIntosh of Mississippi has been appointed Co-Director of the National Parent Caucus,
along with Grace Warren of Illinois. Mike's strong spiritual beliefs have molded his desire to serve: he seeks to empower the
community with future leaders and devotes his time to mentoring, tutoring and participating in community activities.  His
efforts in Mississippi have led to the creation of the Friends and Family of Youths Incarcerated at Walnut Grove, "The
Voice of Our Children."  To Mike, the fight for fairness and true rehabilitation for those who can't fight for themselves will
always be a fight worth fighting. Mike has been actively working with the National Parent Caucus for the last year, and we
are grateful to have him on board as a leader.      
 
Additionally, Shanta Gray will be serving in a new role, Program Coordinator for the National Parent Caucus. Shanta'
graduated from the Prince George's Community College in 2002 with an Associate's Degree in Criminal Justice and
subsequently received her Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology at Bowie State University in 2004. Shanta' helped plan
the successful 2011Organizing Training with the Burns Institute in Baltimore, MD.  She has worked diligently with NPC
members over the past few years and will continue to do so in her new role. To reach Shanta, email sgray@cfyj.org or call
202.558.3580 ext. 31 
 
We are so excited to welcome Mike McIntosh and Shanta' Gray in their new role at the Campaign for Youth Justice!
 
The National Parent Caucus is a place for families, young people and their allies to come together for support and tools to
change systems that directly affect them. If you would like to invite others to the calls, please print out a copy of the
flyer and share it.
 



 

VOICES

The Question
By Michael Kemp
  
My name is Michael Kemp, and I'm a member of the Free Minds Book Club & Writing Workshop in
Washington, D.C. I work there as a Program Supporter, and I'll soon be a Reentry Coach. I also work at the
Campaign For Youth Justice video recording formally incarcerated youth, their parents and other experts. We will
use their stories to bring light to the issue of kids being brought into the adult criminal justice system and the effects

it causes. I am one of those kids who spent time in the adult justice system. After being home for about a month, I have discovered the challenges
of returning to my community, especially when I am faced with "The Question."
  
The Question

  
I know there are quite a few people wondering what I mean by "The Question" so without further delay, I'll explain. For the
average person in society without a criminal record, it should be a cake walk to fill out a job application; however, for
someone like me, with not one, but two felony convictions, it's a little different. First of all, it can be discouraging because
"The Question" comes up on almost every job application: "HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY?"
Before I was released from prison I participated in a reentry course. They somewhat tried to prepare me for the real world
and what comes with having strikes against you. Everyone in the class knew about "The Question," and we all wanted to
know what to do once we get to that part of the application because 9 times out of 10 just that question alone can
determine whether you do or do not get the job. I was taught to just write, "Yes, I'll explain during the interview." I was also
taught that I don't have to list all my convictions, just the most recent one. 
 
Well, since I've been home, things aren't the same as they use to be. Recently I was filling out an application online and it
said "if you answer yes to this question explain why and list all your convictions." I thought I was ready to answer that
question, but not in the manner that I was forced to do. I don't have a problem explaining my convictions and what took
place, but to me, it's all in how you present that type of information to a potential employer. I would rather explain my
situation to someone in person because I can get more of a feel for whom I'm dealing with rather than me just putting some
information into some computer. I feel as though someone can understand my conviction of unlawful possession of a
firearm better than a conviction of "ROBBERY." It's like when you tell someone that you have been convicted of robbery,
they start to look at you in a whole new light, but not in a good way. You start to feel like a leper - like you're not wanted; it
can be very discouraging when you know that you're trying to change your life for the better and people still want to judge
you based on something from your past.
 
Well, this is one of the many challenges that I have faced since I have entered the adult criminal justice system - and will
continue to face. I was charged as an adult when I was 17 years of age. Now, I'm 21, and what I did as an adolescent
continues to come back and haunt me. I can say one thing: "It doesn't have to be you, so learn from my mistake because
you don't want your past trying to eat away at your future..."
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Kemp@ the Campaign for Youth Justice
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The Safety of This Insanity By Tracey Huggins
 
Tracey Huggins is the founder and CEO of Renewed Minds CDC, Inc, in Vineland NJ. Having overcome tremendous odds as a teen, Tracey
encourages others to give back and will be hosting a poetry slam on October 29 at Giampetro Park from 12 pm to 4 pm on behalf of National
Youth Justice Awareness Month.
 
Tracey will also be speaking at The Department of Children and Families, New Jersey Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect statewide



conference, Opening Doors: Partnerships for Prevention and Healing, on Friday October 21, 2011 at the Hilton Hotel, 3 Tower Center 
Boulevard, East Brunswick, NJ 08816. For more information, visit: www.cpe.rutgers.edu/NJDCF
 
They say the definition of insanity is to do the same thing repeatedly but expect a different result each time...well when did

my insanity begin?
 

Was it when the sound of my child bursting through the door after a bright, sunny day at school never happened?
 

Or was it when hour after hour passed without me hearing a single word about where he was, what had happened to him or
even now, what may STILL happen caused a cold fear to encompass my heart?

 
Maybe it was when the shackles, cold steel and plexi-glass limited my access to the one who was born flesh of my flesh and

bone of my bone when all I wanted to do was wipe the one tear that nobody else saw away from eyes that were never to
gleam the same.

 
Did my insanity begin in the silent times when I questioned myself "Where did I go wrong?"  "What did I miss?"  "How did
I let this happen?" Or, perhaps it was when some of those trusted confidantes closest to me whispered amongst themselves

"I'm not surprised..."
 

And yet the timing of this insanity is irrelevant.  The truth of the matter is that in all the chaos I have found a hiding place, a
safe haven, a solidarity that can never be broken!  And so, I fight.

 
I fight because I MUST and yes, I am considered insane.  Insane for not giving up, giving in or giving over one of the best

parts of myself to a monster that thrives on blood and fear!
 

Insane because many times I get lost in an abyss of hurt and sadness that is known to too many, but voiced by so few.
 

And this insanity is driving me, coercing me and yet freeing me to help free others.  If being this crazy has taught me
anything it is that if you free your mind your ass will have no choice but to follow!

 
So, yes, even in this out of control space I found what I need to keep me in the fight...the safety of this insanity for me? Has

been the blessing of all of You.
 

*An original by Syncere the Poet aka Tracey Wells-Huggins
 
 
 
To read the stories of so many others, visit: http://www.cfyj.org/e-newsletter.html.
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ON THE CALENDAR

Mark Your Calendars for Some Upcoming Events!
 
National Youth Justice Awareness Month
 
 
Trick or treat? October is National Youth Justice Awareness Month. While most kids are dressing up as
witches and ghosts, some of our youth are living a real nightmare in the justice system. To participate in one of the many
events going on from Massachusetts to Oregon, see above or visit:
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/change-the-system/national-youth-justice-awareness-month/state-by-state-
events.html
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American Bar Association Criminal Justice Section Presents BeforeYouPlea.com 



 
 

The American Bar Association, Criminal Justice Section is hosting an event on October 26th  from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. EST at DLA Piper US LLP, 500 Eighth Street NW, Washington, D.C., to
celebrate the launch of their new website, www.beforeyouplea.com. The flyer is to the left. 
  
Please RSVP to Julie Steinberg at Julie.Steinberg@americanbar.org
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Take Part in "Day of Justice" Events to Educate Your Federal Legislators on Juvenile Justice    
 
Given the proposed drastic cuts in core federal juvenile justice funding, the lack of a permanent OJJDP Administrator, and
the fact that JJDPA reauthorization is now more than four years overdue, we are asking organizations and individuals in
States across the country to organize "Day of Justice" events for Members of U.S. Congress and their staff to visit youth
participating in juvenile justice programs and community-based alternatives to incarceration programs or housed at adult
jails.  The purpose of these events is to raise policymakers' awareness of youth in juvenile and criminal justice programs and
facilities and encourage them to help protect these youth by becoming champions for juvenile justice at the federal level.
 
The UMC will host the next Day of Justice webinar on Monday Oct 17 at 8pm ET to support grassroots advocates
planning and coordinating Day of Justice visits. For more information, view the event summary. 
 
Please RSVP to ldownton@umc-gbcs.org
 
For those without computer access, a free conference call feature will be enabled, and webinar will be recorded with the
content and audio available for those unable to make the scheduled times.
 
To join the meeting:
http://umc.adobeconnect.com/dayofjustice/
   
In this packet, you will find tools and information to help you prepare for and implement a successful visit:
http://www.cfyj.org/documents/final_JTM_kit.doc.
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TAKE ACTION, SPREAD THE WORD

Join us for National Youth Justice Month: October 2011!
   
The upcoming month of October is a great opportunity to get connected to others in your community and state who are
interested in juvenile justice reform as part of National Youth Justice Awareness Month (YJAM). If you haven't already
checked out the extensive listing of activities in states, it is chock full of terrific events to attend throughout the month.
Here's the link: http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/national-youth-justice-awareness-month/state-by-state-
events.html 
 
If there is not a YJAM event planned in your community, it's not too late to get involved!  
 
Here are five ways you can take action in October:

(1)Spread the word about youth in the justice system



Here's a link to some key facts about youth in the justice system to share:
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/KeyYouthCrimeFacts.doc

(2)Post a YJAM message on your facebook, twitter or other social media outlet

For some key points, visit:
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/reducingtransfertalkingpoints1.pdf

(3) Distribute YJAM postcards 

Email lrobertson@cfyj.org to get a free 10-pack of postcards!

(4) Show "Childhood Interrupted" 

To see a preview of this powerful 15 minute film, click here:
http://www.cfyj.org/advocacy-resource-center/campaign-tools.html#childhood
Email jointhemovement@cfyj.org to get your free copy!

(5) Invite your friends over for a House Party

Click here for a 'how to' guide: http://www.cfyj.org/parents-resource-center/parent-tools.html#houseparty 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

How You Can Help
 
 
Join us for National Youth Justice Month: October 2011!
  
During National Youth Justice Awareness Month, please consider making a donation to support the 5k
Run/Walk and other events in the states to help raise awareness about the status of youth in the justice
system! 
 

Please consider donating $25 to support events planned to date in 25 jurisdictions around the country. Here's the link to all the events
planned to date:
http://www.cfyj.org/change-the-system/5k-walk-run-for-youth-justice.html.

 
To donate, click here:
http://www.cfyj.org/donate.html.
 
Please tell 10 friends about the campaign by forwarding this email.
 
Let's work together to stop the inhumane, unjust, and ineffective policies affecting youth across the country!
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
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CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES AT A GLANCE

Utilizing National Youth Justice Awareness Month to Grow Your Campaign Network: A Campaign Approach to
Ending the Practice of Prosecuting Youth as Adults
Liz Ryan



Liz Ryan
 
We are asked regularly why we take a campaign approach to ending the practice of prosecuting youth in adult courts and thought we'd start a
series of conversations in our newsletter to discuss all the various aspects of a "campaign."
 
This October's National Youth Justice Awareness Month is a great opportunity to grow your campaign network.  Here are a
few recommendations to consider:
 
1) Outreach to new potential supporters
Use the month of October to focus on outreach to broaden and diversify your base of supporters and allies. Set a goal for
how many additional contacts you want to make throughout the month. Contact members of your network and ask them to
help spread the word to their contacts to help grow your contact list.  Host a "phone bank" night and/or write a short
outreach email and ask your network to email it to their contacts.  
 
2) Table at events
Consider "tabling" at upcoming gatherings, conferences and festivals! It is a great way to meet new potential supporters.
Look at your calendar and see what you might have coming up.  Check out the local newspaper to see what might be
happening in your community in the next month.  Make a priority list of events.  Ask your current network to help you
"table" at these events by contacting event organizers and hosting an information table at the event.  For your "table" you'll
need copies of a one-page informational flyer about your campaign goals & upcoming activities, a sign-up sheet and pens,
and a bowl of candy (as that is always a good draw!)  You might need to bring your own table & chair.  If you have time,
make a display board with pictures and other eye-catching information.   
 
3) Meet with reporters
This is a great time to build relationships with the media.  Schedule small group meetings with reporters at their offices.  Be
prepared to talk about your campaign's goals and who is involved in the effort.  Encourage reporters to write up piece about
your campaign and include contact information about how to get involved.  This added visibility may draw in additional
supporters to your campaign.
 
4) Write about your campaign
Non-profit organizations and weekly newspapers are always looking for content for their newsletters and newspapers.  This
is a terrific avenue for spreading the word about your campaign.  Write a short piece (200-500) words about your campaign
that spells out what you are working to change and how others can get involved. Ask allied organizations to put this in their

October newsletters.  Reach out to weekly newspapers in your area and ask them to run the article. Provide a picture
especially if it includes community members. Be sure to include contact information about how to get involved.
 
5) Create a bookstore/library display
Talk to libraries and local bookstores to see if they'd host a display of books about youth in the justice system and
information about your campaign.  You might consider offering to discuss youth justice issues with their readers sometime
during October.  Leave a stack of cards and a box or bowl for individuals to leave their information or business cards for
follow up to expand your contact list.
 
6) Call on Faith Leaders
Ask your community's faith leaders to talk about this issue with their congregations during the month. Offer to meet with
their youth group or to be available to talk to constituents after services.  Provide key facts on youth in the justice system
for faith leaders to use in their services, prayer sessions, or in newsletters.  Be sure to have a sign up sheet to gather contact
information.
 
7) Host an open house
Too busy to organize a big event? Consider hosting an 'open house' at your campaign and asking members of your network
to each bring a friend.  This is an informal and low-key way to bring new allies to join your campaign efforts.
 
Please share your feedback, comments and ideas on this article! We'd also like to know what questions you have about campaigns and what
topics you'd like to see in future articles. 
 
For previous articles, visit the campaign resource center at: http://www.cfyj.org/advocacy-resource-center.html.  
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EXTRAS

We are very excited to introduce a new set of Fellows for Fall 2011. 

Tiana - Fellow
Tiana is a senior at The George Washington University with a double major in Criminal Justice and International Affairs. At
GW, she is a Presidential Academic Scholar and  will be working on her thesis focusing on juvenile delinquency and justice.
After graduation, she would like to pursue my Masters and PhD in Counseling Therapy and eventually start her own
counseling practice. In her spare time, she enjoys opening herself up to new adventures and meeting new people. She loves
exploring and photographing the different neighborhoods and cultures of the DC metro area, and doing volunteer work all
around the city.
  
Sam - Fellow
Sam hails from Edgartown, Massachusetts. As a junior majoring in Law & Society at American University's School of Public
Affairs, he was drawn to the campaign out of an interest in criminal law and a passion for juvenile justice and prison reform.
While working for the Campaign, he hopes to learn more about advocacy and issue-based campaigning. In his spare time,
Sam is an avid fisherman and amateur cook. After graduation, he hopes to work in the field of criminal justice reform for a
few years before attending law school and working in the field of juvenile justice. 
 
Paige - Fellow
Paige is a sophomore at George Washington University studying International Affairs and Journalism. She is very interested
in human rights and advocating for justice, especially for children and young people. She's worked as a teacher in Atlanta as
well as in India and Costa Rica and is very motivated to help young people. She was inspired by the Campaign's work

advocating for young people in the adult justice system. Paige is from Atlanta, GA and enjoys traveling and spending time
with her friends and family. 
 
Jenni - Fellow
Jenni is a fourth year undergraduate majoring in Legal Studies and Politics at the University of California, Santa Cruz. She is
here in D.C. participating in the quarter long University of California, Washington D.C. program, spending time taking
classes and interning with the Campaign. She joined the Campaign after taking Psychology and Law classes at UCSC and
learning about the devastation created by the prison industrial complex. She is an extremely passionate advocate for social
justice, prison reform, and juvenile justice reform. She plans to go onto law school in California after graduation. In her free
time, Jenni enjoys traveling to new places with friends and eating tasty treats along the way.  
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