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    SEVEN WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN JUVENILE JUSTICE
1. Become more informed about the laws affecting youth in your area.  To learn more about your state’s juvenile justice system, visit the National Center for Juvenile Justice website at www.ncjj.org/stateprofiles. NCJJ has compiled a comprehensive analysis of each state’s juvenile justice system, services providers, laws, policies, and practices, including links to individuals and agencies in each state. 

2. Connect with other groups working on juvenile justice issues in your area.  There are hundreds of people working on juvenile justice reforms across the country. To obtain the contact information for juvenile justice specialists, corrections officials, and child advocates, consult the CFYJ directory available at http://www.c4yj.org/state_contacts2.html.  


3. Host meetings with juvenile justice professionals and state/local policymakers to discuss the findings in the policy brief.  CFYJ can provide multiple copies of the policy brief free of charge or they are available online at http://www.c4yj.org/key_research.html.  If you are interested in educating the state or federal legislature, consult our legislator guide for tips and sample materials, available at http://www.c4yj.org/Downloads/start/LegislativeGuide.pdf.

4. Speak to youth directly to learn more about their experiences. CFYJ has written an interview guide, available at http://www.c4yj.org/Downloads/start/InterviewGuide.pdf, for the purpose of interviewing current and formerly incarcerated youth in the adult criminal justice system, their parents and families. The guide can be used for a variety of purposes including: documenting experiences and identifying patterns, establishing a connection with youth and their families, and to engaging, involving, and empowering youth, parents and families in the policy process. This can illustrate concretely to state/local policymakers, the public, and the media the needs of Native youth. 

5. Visit the tribal detention facility or state/local contract facility where youth are held.  Speak to youth to learn about why they are in detention and hear their experiences and consider inspecting the facility. For help in understanding what to look for, consult the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) practice guide on conducting a self-assessment of a detention facility, available at http://www.jdaihelpdesk.org/Pages/PracticeGuides.aspx.   

6. Engage the media. The CFYJ Media Guide, available at http://www.c4yj.org/Downloads/start/YJ_MediaGuide.pdf, explains how you can cooperate with news agencies to get your message into the spotlight. Planning media hits, writing media materials, pitching stories, and more are all covered in this comprehensive yet easy to understand manual.  If interested in working with the press on issues affecting Native youth in the adult criminal system, please contact CFYJ at (202) 558-3580 for further assistance. 

7. Tell us your story. CFYJ’s Case Profiles Project gathers personal stories from children prosecuted in the adult criminal justice system, as well as their parents and families, in order to understand first hand the experiences of those affected by the current system and support their recommendations for change.  If you or a member of your family has been impacted by juvenile and criminal justice polices, please tell us your story. using the Case Profiles Packet, available at http://www.campaign4youthjustice.org/Downloads/TellUsyourStory.pdf.







 <YiF>94827.1</YiF> 

1012 14th Street NW, Suite 610 | Washington DC 20005 | ph: 202.558.3580 | fax: 202.386.9807 | info@campaign4youthjustice.org

