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Fact Sheet: How the United States Measures Up

The United States is unique among industrialized nations in its system of transferring juvenile offenders into adult court. In many industrialized nations, this is rarely if ever done, and every effort is made to deal with youthful offenders in specialized juvenile courts. These nations recognize and respect the differences between adult and adolescent offenders.

England & Wales
· Juvenile courts were replaced in 1992 with youth courts that focused on


offender accountability.
· There is increased emphasis on prevention and diversion of juveniles, rather than simple punishment, in efforts to reduce youthful crime.
· The courts recently extended their jurisdiction to cover 17-year-olds.1 
· Only the most serious offenses are moved to the Crown Court; however, they always start in the youth court.2  

Canada

· In 2003, the Youth Crime Justice Act (YCJA) went into effect, introducing many changes to Canada’s juvenile justice system.3
· The YCJA introduced proportional sentencing for young offenders to ensure that juveniles do not face unfair punishments.

· All offenses, regardless of severity, are tried in youth court, but adult sentences can be imposed in the more serious cases.

· Canada has recently been focusing on decreasing its over-reliance on incarceration and has been increasing crime prevention and re-integration in the community.
· Juvenile courts were extended to cover 16- and 17-year-olds.4
Germany
· Priority is given to education rather than to retribution and punishment.  Only 7% of youth receive imprisonment that is not suspended.  10% of youth receive youth imprisonment, but it is suspended.5
· The juvenile justice system covers youth aged 14 through 18 and in special circumstances until the age of 21.
· Youth under age 14 are not held responsible for criminal behavior.
· There has been a recent movement toward restorative justice, which focuses on victim-offender reconciliation.6
France7
· Since 1945, France has had a justice system adapted to children and youth. 
· Prevention, in particular social prevention, is a main component of the French juvenile justice system.
· Social prevention methods focus on extracurricular programs, community 
initiatives, and educational and recreational activities.
· Much of the juvenile court system is decided by the prosecutor, who has discretion when deciding whether to drop the case or proceed with charges. With the less serious offenses, prosecutors will opt for mediation.
· Incarceration of youth is used sparingly. When it is used, youth can only receive a sentence half as long as an adult sentence for the equivalent crime.
· A youth court magistrate can decide less serious cases in his chambers.  The magistrate can only order educational measures.
· A juvenile court is used for more serious offenses committed by youth under age 16.  It can order educational measures or else a penalty.
· A Juvenile Assize Court is for 16- to 18-year-olds charged with more serious offenses.  This court can either order educational measures or impose fines and prison sentences.
Australia
· Australia has been dedicated to the implementation and continued compliance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.8
· Effective July 1, 2005, the age jurisdiction of the criminal division of the children’s court has increased from under 17 to 18 in Victoria.  Queensland is now the only state in Australia where the age jurisdiction is under 17.9
· The Australian Youth Law Center has been heavily opposed to any changes in the laws concerning the age of criminal responsibility. Such changes could possibly lower the age of criminal responsibility to 12- through 14-year-olds.10
· Australia repealed its mandatory sentencing laws in the Northern Territory in 2001.  However, laws requiring mandatory sentences for youth still exist in the Western Territory.11   
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