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BeEcause THE CONSEQUENCES AREN’T MINOR




Fact Sheet: California

	Recommendations

	1
	Improve the quality of legal advocates. The best way to prevent youth from entering the criminal justice system in California is to have effective legal advocates who can make the case for keeping youth in the juvenile system to begin with. Public defenders in California need more resources to support their efforts and better compensation for contract attorneys who are currently paid by the case rather than by the hour.

	2
	Investigate possibilities of sentence reduction/commutation for youth. Youth could benefit from post-conviction advocacy to highlight the progress they have made while in prison and to aid their release prior to the completion of their full sentence.

	3
	Reduce post-conviction employment barriers. Advocates could work to create mechanisms for youth to participate in certain government programs and careers despite their criminal history.



























What California Law Says:


The Gang Violence and Juvenile Crime Prevention Act of 1998 (Proposition 21) greatly expanded the mechanisms to try youth as adults in California for even minor offenses;


Proposition 21 limits the sentencing options available to youth who have committed serious crimes by expressly prohibiting these youth from being sentenced to the California Youth Authority (juvenile commitment facilities);


Under a 2004 California policy, youth tried as adults serve their sentence in juvenile prisons until age 18 and then may be sent to adult prisons; and


In certain circumstances—including if a youth was involved in a street gang or was previously a ward of the court for a serious offense—prosecutors are allowed to “directly file” cases in adult court without first seeing a juvenile court judge.





Key Facts:


In 2005, more than 220,000 youth were arrested, with more than 60% sentenced in adult courts.


Transfer laws in California disproportionately affect youth of color—African-American, Latino, and Asian-American youth are all more than three times more likely to be transferred to an adult facility than are their white counterparts.


Some youth who have been adjudicated in the juvenile justice system are actually being held in “jail annexes” to relieve overcrowding at the juvenile facilities.


At present, no youth under age 18 are being held in California adult prisons—a significant improvement from two years ago.


In Los Angeles, youth prosecuted as adults—most of whom were youth of color—were incarcerated in county adult jails under abusive conditions, including solitary confinement for 23.5 hours a day and only seeing a teacher for 5 to 15 minutes through cell bars two or three times a week.


Javier Stauring (a chaplain at the jail), the Youth Law Center, Faith Communities for Families and Children, Human Rights Watch, and the Youth Justice Coalition were successful in their advocacy efforts to get public officials to move the youth to a county juvenile facility.











