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We are writing in support of HB 520, with amendments being proposed by the bills sponsor (Delegate Salima S. Marriott) which would expand the exclusive jurisdiction of juvenile court to include proceedings involving all persons under age 18 who are currently excluded from the jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court.  


In July of 1999, I co-authored a report for the Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice entitled, The Florida Experiment, which analyzed the impact of Florida's massive 

increase in trying juveniles as adults (the full report is available on-line at 

www.justicepolicy.org ). The primary findings of the report were:  


"Despite the fact that New York and Florida are generally recognized as the two 


states which try more juveniles as adults than any other states, those two states 


had higher violent juvenile crime rates than any other state in the country. 


Florida's violent juvenile crime rate in 1995, 14 years after it made it easier to try 


juveniles in adult court, was 48% higher than the national average."  


"Youths in Florida's adult system re-offend almost twice as fast as those sent to 


juvenile detention, and when they do re-offend, they commit serious crimes at 


twice the rate of youths retained in juvenile facilities."  


"When Florida's youths were interviewed about their prospects for the future, 


those in juvenile facilities, as imperfect as they are, held much more hope for the 


future. In one study, 3% of youths sent to a juvenile facility said they expected to 


re-offend upon release, and 2% said they were learning new ways to commit 


crimes while detained in a juvenile facility. This compared with 67% of youths in 


an adult facility who expected to re-offend upon release, and 40% who said they 


were learning new ways to commit crimes." 


Maryland's judges are highly skilled, well trained and committed. They are in the best position to decide, on a youth-by-youth basis, whether a young person should be waived into the adult system or be given a chance in the juvenile system. The Justice Policy Institute supports HB 520 because it returns to judges what is logically theirs: the 

decision over whether a young person can benefit from what the juvenile justice system 

has available, or must be tried and perhaps imprisoned as an adult. 

