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On behalf of the Child Welfare League of America (CWLA), I am writing to express my strong support for HB 520, which would restore jurisdiction of the juvenile court to youth arrested for the majority of offenses committed while under the age of eighteen years. The legislation would also ensure a fair and deliberate judicial process in deciding the limited number of cases which may subsequently be deemed appropriate for transfer or waiver to criminal court jurisdiction.  


A recently released report from the Youth Law Center's Building Blocks for Youth initiative, "Youth Crime/Adult Time: Is Justice Served?" reveals disturbing aspects in the transfer of youth, especially youth of color, to the jurisdiction of the criminal or adult court and raises serious questions about the fairness and appropriateness of prosecuting youth in adult court. This report involved a close examination of the process and results of transfer practices in 18 of the largest urban jurisdictions in the country, including Baltimore, Maryland. Major findings from the report concerning Baltimore show:  


• Nearly all the determinations to prosecute youth in the adult criminal court were 


made by prosecutors or legislators (96%), not by judges (4%). 


• Overall, 92% of cases filed in adult criminal courts involved minority youth. 


• Minority youth were disproportionately charged in adult criminal court. For 


example, African-American youth represented 91% of felony cases for defendants 


under 18 years of age filed in criminal court, while making up only 21% of the 


population. 


• 97% of youth who were detained pretrial were held in the Baltimore City Jail. 


• White youth were 11 times more likely to be represented by retained private 


counsel as were African-American youth. Youth who were represented by 


retained private attorneys were less likely to be convicted and more likely to be 


transferred back to juvenile court. 


In addition, there is a significant body of additional, credible research in the field 

demonstrating increased rates of recidivism for cases involving the use of transfer/waiver 

for juveniles to criminal/adult court jurisdiction - the exact opposite effect argued by 

proponents of this action. Studies conducted in Florida and New York reflected that 

youth transferred to adult court were more likely to re-offend more quickly and for more 

serious offenses following release than youth with similar charges and offense histories 

who were retained in the juvenile court system.  


CWLA joins the concerns expressed by the Maryland Juvenile Justice Coalition (MJJC) regarding the absence of education services, mental health treatment, or rehabilitative programming for transferred youth. Further, MJJC correctly identifies that the transfer/waiver of these youth results in an adult criminal record which deleteriously 

affects future education and employment opportunities. Finally, the MJJC accurately 

points out that these youth are at greater risk of rape, assault and death in adult jails and 

prisons.  


For these reasons CWLA supports, and urges in the strongest possible terms, the passage of HB 520. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions about this matter or if we can be of assistance in any way. 

