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One of CongressÕs most crucial  tasks will  be to strengthen and update

the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act. Passed in  1974,

the law required  the states to move away from  the practice of locking

up truants  and runaways Ñ  and to refrain  from  placing children  in

adult  jails  Ñ  in  exchange for  federal grant  dollars.

CongressÕs goal then  was to move the states away from  failed policies

that  often turned  young delinquents  into  hardened criminals  and

toward  a framework  based more on mentoring  and rehabilitation.  But

the states have increasingly  classified ever larger  numbers of young offenders as adults,

trying  them in  adult  courts and holding  them in  adult  prisons.

The damage wrought  by these policies is vividly  outlined  in  a federally backed study

issued this  spring.  It  reports that  children  handled in  adult  courts and confined in  adult

jails  committed  more violent  crime than children  processed through  the traditional

juvenile  justice system. Other studies show that  as many as half  of the juvenile  offenders

sent to adult  courts were not  convicted there Ñ  or  were sent back to the juvenile  system,

but  often after  spending time  in  adult  lockups. Equally  disturbing  is the fact that  youths

of color are more likely  to be sent to adult  prisons than their  white  counterparts.

Reauthorization  hearings begin today and members need to listen  closely to what the

experts are saying. Trying  children  as adults Ñ  except in  isolated cases involving  extreme

violence Ñ  is both  inhumane  and counterproductive.

Tips

To find  reference information  about the words used in  this  article,  double-click  on any word,  phrase or  name. A
new window  will  open with  a dictionary  definition  or  encyclopedia entry.

Past Coverage

A Battle  Over Expansion of ChildrenÕs Insurance (July  9, 2007)
 Boy's Drowning  Bolsters a Call For Safer Pools (June 25, 2007)
 MEMO  FROM SHANGHAI;  Fast-Growing China Says Little  of Child  Slavery's Role (June 21, 2007)
 Day of Split  Outcomes in  Teenage Sex Case (June 12, 2007)

Related Searches

Law and Legislation
Children  and Youth
Crime and Criminals
United  States Politics  and Government

More Articles in Opinion »

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

BUSINESS » U.S. » MOVIES » WORLD »

 Opinion  All NYTOpinion
WORLD U.S. N.Y. /  REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

EDITORIALS COLUMNISTS CONTRIBUTORS LETTERS N.Y./REGION OPINIONS READERS' OPINIONS THE PUBLIC EDITOR

HOME PAGE MY TIMES TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS Log In  Register Now



07/13/2007 02:52 PMJuvenile Justice - New York Times

Page 2 of 2file:///Users/didi/Desktop/Juvenile%20Justice%20-%20New%20York%20Times.webarchive

    

For 2 Children  in  China,
Drug Ban Came Too Late

MichiganÕs Fishing Turns
Less Carefree

Shock Jock With  a Big
Heart

Rhoden: Reality  Hits
Mets

Home World  U.S.  N.Y. / Region  Business  Technology  Science  Health  Sports  Opinion  Arts  Style  Travel  Jobs  Real Estate  Automobiles  Back to Top

Copyright 2007 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy  Search  Corrections  RSS  First Look  Help  Contact Us  Work for Us  Site Map


