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Overview:

Chainnan Mendelson, thank you for providing me the opportunity to testify today on behalf

of the Campaign for Youth Justice in support of B17-913, the Juvenile Justice Improvement

Amendment Act. My name is Liz Ryan and I am the President and CEO of the Campaign for

Youth Justice, a national organization working to end the practice of prosecutiog youth in adult

court and to promote more effective approaches in the juvenile justice system as an alternative. I

also serve on the Advisory Committee ofJustice for DC Youth, an organization working for a fairer

and more effective youth justice system in the District.

I would like to thank you for holding this hearing on d,e Juvenile Justice Improvement

Amendment Act. Our organization, along with many other organizations and individuals here in the

District, has serious concerns about the transfer of youth to the adult criminal court and placement

of youth in the DC Jail. Several jurisdictions, such as Illinois and Connecticut, have already begun

making essential changes to state laws to reduce the number of youth prosecuted in adult court,

DC, as the nation's capital, can act as a leader in implementiog these reforms and the passage of the

Juvenile Justice ImprovementAmendment Act would be a significant step towards along this route.
































