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New Report Published by CDC:
Prosecuting YouthsasAdults Creates Younger Repeat Offenders
Separate Juvenile Justice System is Essential to Reduce Recidivism

(Washington, DC) P A study publishedby the U.S. Certersfor Disea® Control and Prevertion (CDC), led by
anon federal Task Force on Community Preventive Sewvices releagdtoday fi nds that transferring youth to
the adult criminal justice system significartly increagscrime and rather thanimprove public safety, produces
the opposite effect. Youth who have beenpreviously triedasadults are, on average, 34% more likely to
commit crimesthanyouth retainedin the juvenile justice system.

After anextersive review of publishedsciertific evidence,the Task Force on Community Prevertive Savices
recanmerded QAgainst laws or policiesfacilitating the trarsfer of juvenlesfrom the juverile to the acult
judicial system©O

"The practice of transferring juvenilesto the adult justice systemfails young offenders and society atlarge,”
said Rabert L. Johnson, Interim Deanof the UMNDJ - New Jersey Medical Sctool and a nationally
recaynizedexpert on adolescert issueswho servedon the Tak Force. "While in adult prisons, impressionable
youth offendersareplacedamong hardened criminals who take them under their wings and groom them for a
life of crime. It should, therefore, come asno surprise that youth offenders transferredto the adult criminal
systemare later arreged 34 percert more frequertly thanaretheir peerssen to juverile courts and facilities"

QWe have known this disturbing informaion for sometime. Now the CDCOgpublicaton of the task force
findings recaynizesthisinformation asfact Thisisanimportart and critical stepto updating currert federal
and state policiesto reflectthis compelling reseaich,Oobserved Liz Ryan, execttive director of the Campaign
for Youth Justice.

The CDC publishedthe Task Force findingsin their lates Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report B Reports
and Recanmendations. The study found that violent outcomesassociated with the trarsfer of youth to the
adult systeminclude:

¥ Anincrea®in pretrial violerce

¥ Victimization of juverilesin aault facilities

¥ Elevatedsuicide ratesfor juvenilesincarceratedin adult facilities

In RyanOwiew, the Task Forcereport sets the stage for continued and meaningful reform. She noted, ONe are
counting on Congress to slam shut the 'loophole'in the federallaw that placesyouth atrisk in adult jails. And
we are calling on state and local offi cials to reverse their policiesthat send more and more youth to adult
courts, jails and prisons every yearO

The release of the Task Force Report coincideswith the reauthorizaton of the Juvenle Justiceand
Delinquercy Prevertion Act (JJDPA) of 1974. Serate Judiciary Committeehearings on the JJDPA are setfor
December 5th.

The original intert of the JIDPA wasto shield children from the dangers of adult jails by seperating themfrom
adults and ultimately removing them from adult jails altogether. Under the original O&il RemovalO
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recuiremert of the Act, youth camot be detainedin adult jails except in limitedsituations, and in those narrow
circumgancesthe OSght and Saund SeparationOrequiremert prohibits contactwith adults.

This Tak Force Report recanmerdations support updating the JJDPA by extending its banon the placemert of
children (age 18 or younger) in adult jails, no mater what court they arein Bjuvenile or adult. These important
updatesaresupported by acoalition of over 200 organi zaions nationwide through itsinitiative: The Act 4
Juvenile Justice Campaign, which calls on Congress to reauhorize the JJDPA (www.actjj.org).

Reauhorization of the JJDPA would reflectthe will of the pegple. A Felruary 2007 Zogby Pdl,
commissionedby the National Council on Crime & Delinquercy (NCCD), reveakdthat 7 out of 10
regpondents believe that putting youth under the age 18 in adult correctional facilitiesmakesthemmore likely
to commit crime.

The Tak Force Report follows the release of a new report by the Campaign for Y outh Justice, Jailing
Juveniles The Dangersof Incarcerating Y outh in Adult Jailsin America, which found that on anaverage day
7,500 young peagple areheld in adult jails in the United StatesbBwith anamual rate possibly severaltimes
higher.

The Campaign for Y outh Justice reportOdindings about the risk youth facein jail echo the Tak Force report
and are disturbing and shocking:
¥ Sexal Assaut: Whenyouth are placedwith adultsin adult jails, they are at risk of physical and
sexual assaut. In 2005, 21% of all substartiatedvictims of inmate-on-inmate sexual violence were
under eighteenyearsold, eventhough youth make up less than 1% of the total jail population.
¥ Sucide: Youth havethe highed suicideratesof all inmatesin jails. They are 36 timesmore likely to
commit suicide in anadult jail thanin ajuverile detertion facility, and 19 timesmore likely to commit
suicidein anadult jail thanyouth in the general population.
¥ Damageto Communitiesand Public Safety: Placing youth in the adult criminal justice system
increagstheir likelihood of re-offending. Childrenwho areprosecutedin adult court aremore likely
to be re-arreged more oftenand more quickly for serious offenses

"Now that we have the facts borne out by every scrapof data on the subject, lets turn our attertion toward
fixing aflawedstrategy,” Dr. Johnson said.

The Tak Force Report isavailadeonlineat  http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5609alhtm

The Jailing Juvenilesreport is availade online at
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice org/national_reports.html

The independent, nonfederal Task Forceon Community Prewvertive Services(Task Force) develops the Guide
to Community Prevertive Services(Community Guide), with the support of the U.S. Departmert of Health
and Human Services(DHHS), in callaboration with public and private partners Although CDC providesstaff
support to the Task Forcefor development of the Community Guide, the recommerdations presentedin this
report were developedby the Task Force and do not necessarily refl ectthe viewpoints of CDC or DHHS.
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The Campaign for Y outh Justice (CFY J) is a national not-for-profit organization dedicated to ending the practice of

trying, sentencing and incarcerating youth under the age of 18 in the adult criminal justice system. For more information,
visit: www.campaignforyouthjustice.org



